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This lesson is about the bridge between the end of Solomon’s reign as king of Israel and the New Testament period, spanning over 900 years.
In spite of being loved by God even as an infant to be nicknamed by God as Jedidiah, which means ‘loved by the Lord’, and in spite of God blessing Solomon with more wisdom and wealth than any other person before or since, Solomon allowed his love of women who worshipped other gods to turn him away from the Lord. The result of Solomon’s apostasy was after his death the united kingdom of Israel was split between the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

From Solomon’s death until the Jews were exiled to Babylonia after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C., there were a total of 40 kings in Judah and Israel—20 in each kingdom. Of the 40 kings, only 8 kings of Judah were described as [one who] “did what was right in the sight of the Lord”. The other 12 kings of Judah and all 20 of the kings of Israel “did evil in the sight of the Lord”. 
After seventy years of exile in Babylon, the Jews were allowed by Cyrus the Great of Persia who conquered the Babylonians, to return to Jerusalem under Zerrubabel, Ezra and Nehemiah to rebuild the temple. “Israel ceased to be an independent nation and became a minor territory in a succession of larger empires” (NASB Study Bible, Zondervan).
When Alexander the Great acquired the Holy Land in 332 B.C. Israel faced a new threat…Hellenization…the imposition of the Greek language and culture, culminating in the efforts by Antiochus IV Epiphanes’ radical Hellenization policies aimed at the eradication of Jewish religion.
The response from the Jews was the Maccabean revolt, a 24 year war from 166-142 B.C. that resulted in the independence of Judah until the Romans took control in 63 B.C.

There are, of course, innumerable results of this period, two of which have had a great impact on the development of the spread of Judaism, and to a large extent, the Christian church of today. 
· The exile period, as well as the domination by other nations, forced the Jews to focus less on nationhood and worshipping in the temple and more on keeping the law and worshipping wherever there was a synagogue, a change that would one day positively impact the spread of the early Christian church. 
· Secondly, because of the Hellenization influence, the Old Testament was translated from Hebrew and Aramaic into Greek, known as the Septuagint, which quickly became the Bible of the Jews outside the Holy Land who no longer spoke Hebrew. It later became the Bible of the early church.   All this is the background for this ‘bridge’ study, which spans between the Old and New Testament. 
What is this bridge made of that carries over between the two covenants? 

The prophecies…or predictions…of the coming Messiah.

Questions:

· What are some of the things that are predicted?

[The outcome of football games, basketball games, PGA golf tournaments, etc.— who will win, and by how much…]
[Gubernatorial, congressional and presidential elections—who will win, and by what margin…]
[The weather…]
[The economy…]
· How many predictions about the sporting events come true?

· Do all of the election predictions come true?

· Do meteorologists ‘get it right’ all the time?

The prophecies (predictions) of Jesus Christ the Messiah from the Old Testament that bridge over to, and are fulfilled in the New Testament:
descendant of Abraham
(Genesis 12:3 NIV)  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

(Matthew 1:1 NIV)  A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham:

descendant of Isaac

(Genesis 17:19 NIV)  Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.

(Luke 3:34 NIV)  the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor,

descendant of Jacob

(Numbers 24:17 NIV)  "I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel. He will crush the foreheads of Moab, the skulls of all the sons of Sheth.

(Matthew 1:2 NIV)  Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,

from the tribe of Judah

(Genesis 49:10 NIV)  The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his.

(Luke 3:33 NIV)  the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah,

descendant of Jesse 
(Isaiah 11:10 NIV)  In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.

(Romans 15:12 NIV)  And again, Isaiah says, "The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him."

descendant of David

(Jeremiah 23:5-6 NIV)  "The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. {6} In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.

(Matthew 1:1 NIV)  A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham:

will shepherd His people

(Ezekiel 37:24 NIV)  "'My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd. They will follow my laws and be careful to keep my decrees.

(Matthew 2:6 NIV)  "'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'"

heir to the throne of David

(Isaiah 9:7 NIV)  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

(Luke 1:32-33 NIV)  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, {33} and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end."

anointed and eternal

(Psalms 45:6-7 NIV)  Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. {7} You love righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.

(Psalms 102:25-27 NIV)  In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. {26} They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing you will change them and they will be discarded. {27} But you remain the same, and your years will never end.

(Hebrews 1:8-12 NIV)  But about the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. {9} You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy." {10} He also says, "In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. {11} They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. {12} You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end."

born in Bethlehem

(Micah 5:2 NIV)  "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times."

(Luke 2:4-7 NIV)  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. {5} He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. {6} While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, {7} and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

to be born of a virgin

(Isaiah 7:14 NIV)  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

(Luke 1:26-27 NIV)  In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, {27} to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary.

(Luke 1:30-31 NIV)  But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. {31} You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.

worshipped by shepherds

(Psalms 72:9 NIV)  The desert tribes will bow before him and his enemies will lick the dust.

(Luke 2:8-15 NIV)  And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. {9} An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. {10} But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. {11} Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. {12} This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." {13} Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, {14} "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." {15} When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."

His coming will be noted by kings

(Psalms 72:10 NIV)  The kings of Tarshish and of distant shores will bring tribute to him; the kings of Sheba and Seba will present him gifts.

(Psalms 72:15 NIV)  Long may he live! May gold from Sheba be given him. May people ever pray for him and bless him all day long.

(Isaiah 60:3 NIV)  Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

(Matthew 2:1-11 NIV)  After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem {2} and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him." {3} When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. {4} When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. {5} "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written: {6} "'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'" {7} Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. {8} He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him." {9} After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. {10} When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. {11} On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.

slaughter of children

(Jeremiah 31:15 NIV)  This is what the LORD says: "A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning and great weeping, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because her children are no more."

(Matthew 2:16-18 NIV)  When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. {17} Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: {18} "A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more."

flight to Egypt

(Hosea 11:1 NIV)  "When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.

(Matthew 2:14-15 NIV)  So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, {15} where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: "Out of Egypt I called my son."

the way prepared

(Isaiah 40:3-5 NIV)  A voice of one calling: "In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God. {4} Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. {5} And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken."

(Luke 3:3-6 NIV)  He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. {4} As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: "A voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. {5} Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. {6} And all mankind will see God's salvation.'"

preceded by a forerunner

(Malachi 3:1 NIV)  "See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty.

(Luke 7:24 NIV)  After John's messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: "What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind?

(Luke 7:27 NIV)  This is the one about whom it is written: "'I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.'

preceded by Elijah

(Malachi 4:5-6 NIV)  "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. {6} He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse."

(Matthew 11:13-14 NIV)  For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. {14} And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come.

declared the Son of God

(Psalms 2:7 NIV)  I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, "You are my Son ; today I have become your Father.

(Proverbs 30:4 NIV)  Who has gone up to heaven and come down? Who has gathered up the wind in the hollow of his hands? Who has wrapped up the waters in his cloak? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is his name, and the name of his son? Tell me if you know!

(Luke 1:32 NIV)  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David,

(Matthew 3:17 NIV)  And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."

Galilean ministry

(Isaiah 9:1-2 NIV)  Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan-- {2} The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.

(Matthew 4:13-16 NIV)  Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali-- {14} to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah: {15} "Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles-- {16} the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned."

speaks in parables

(Psalms 78:2-4 NIV)  I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter hidden things, things from of old-- {3} what we have heard and known, what our fathers have told us. {4} We will not hide them from their children; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done.

(Matthew 13:34-35 NIV)  Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without using a parable. {35} So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: "I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world."

temple becomes a house of merchandise instead of prayer

(Jeremiah 7:11 NIV)  Has this house, which bears my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But I have been watching! declares the LORD.

(Matthew 21:13 NIV)  "It is written," he said to them, "'My house will be called a house of prayer,' but you are making it a 'den of robbers.'"

zeal of Jews for the temple instead of God

(Psalms 69:9 NIV)  for zeal for your house consumes me, and the insults of those who insult you fall on me.

(John 2:17 NIV)  His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will consume me."

a prophet

(Deuteronomy 18:15 NIV)  The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to him.

(Acts 3:20 NIV)  and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you--even Jesus.

(Acts 3:22 NIV)  For Moses said, 'The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you.
blind, deaf, and lame are healed by the Messiah

(Isaiah 29:18 NIV)  In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, and out of gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.

(Isaiah 35:5-6 NIV)  Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. {6} Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.

(Luke 7:22 NIV)  So he replied to the messengers, "Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.

(Matthew 11:3-5 NIV)  to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?" {4} Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: {5} The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.

Messiah will be meek and mild
(Isaiah 42:2-3 NIV)  He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. {3} A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;

(Isaiah 53:7 NIV)  He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

(Matthew 12:18-20 NIV)  "Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. {19} He will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets. {20} A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to victory.

(Matthew 11:29 NIV)  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

will bring justice to the nations (Gentiles)
(Isaiah 42:1-7 NIV)  "Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. {2} He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. {3} A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; {4} he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope." {5} This is what God the LORD says-- he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: {6} "I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, {7} to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.

(Matthew 12:17-21 NIV)  This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: {18} "Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. {19} He will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets. {20} A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to victory. {21} In his name the nations will put their hope."

A light to the Gentiles

(Isaiah 49:6 NIV)  he says: "It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth."

(Galatians 3:14 NIV)  He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.

to bind up the brokenhearted

(Isaiah 61:1-2 NIV)  The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, {2} to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn,

(Luke 4:17-21 NIV)  The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: {18} "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, {19} to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." {20} Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, {21} and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

to intercede for the people

(Isaiah 53:11-12 NIV)  After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied ; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. {12} Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

(Isaiah 59:16 NIV)  He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to intervene; so his own arm worked salvation for him, and his own righteousness sustained him.

(Romans 8:34 NIV)  Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

(Hebrews 7:25 NIV)  Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.
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