























1 Corinthians





Lesson 12, Part 4





“…let us keep in step with the Spirit.”
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Questions:


Have you ever been at a concert where a band was performing when a member of the band began telling the audience to join in and start clapping?


When the audience is challenged by the band to join along in clapping, is the participation always at 100%?


Which particular segment of the audience seems to have the highest number of non-participants? (The men.)


Of the participants, are all totally synchronized with the rhythm of the song?


Why do you think men resist being made to clap, dance or sing? (Probably because they don’t want to do something that will embarrass them.)


What is one of the things soldiers spend a lot deal of time doing? (Marching.)


Why is there so much time spent teaching soldiers to march?


Why is it important to learn to march in synch with the cadence?


What would happen if a couple of the soldiers just threw down their rifles and stormed off the marching grounds complaining that all that marching was a waste of time?


Learning to ‘keep in step’ is very important to a soldier or a member of a marching band…or to someone interested in following God’s Holy Spirit. 





Scripture:


(Galatians 5:16-25 NIV)  So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. {17} For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. {18} But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. {19} The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; {20} idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions {21} and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. {22} But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, {23} gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. {24} Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. {25} Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.


Let’s start at the end first and go backwards: What does verse 25 tell us we need to do?


According to verses 22 and 23, what is the ‘cadence’ of the Spirit? (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control)


If ‘love’ is the cadence, how do we sometimes get out of step with the Spirit?


If ‘joy’ is the cadence, how do we sometimes get out of step with the Spirit?


If ‘peace’ is the cadence, how do we sometimes get out of step with the Spirit?


If ‘patience’ is the cadence, how do we sometimes get out of step with the Spirit?


If ‘kindness’ is the cadence, how do we sometimes get out of step with the Spirit?


If ‘goodness’ is the cadence, how do we sometimes get out of step with the Spirit?


If ‘faithfulness’ is the cadence, how do we sometimes get out of step with the Spirit?


If ‘gentleness’ is the cadence, how do we sometimes get out of step with the Spirit?


If ‘self-control’ is the cadence, how do we sometimes get out of step with the Spirit?


According to verses 19-21, what are some other warning signs (the acts of the sinful nature) that we are out of step? (sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies. If available, read verses 19-21 from The Message.)





Once again…how do we acquire God’s Holy Spirit? (Obey)


(Acts 5:30-32 NIV)  The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead--whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. {31} God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. {32} We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him."


According to verse 32, to whom does give His Holy Spirit?


What must the person do to receive the Holy Spirit? (Obey God.)





What are some of the manifestations of keeping in step with God’s Spirit?


Ability to lead…


(Acts 6:1-7 NIV)  In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. {2} So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. {3} Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them {4} and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word." {5} This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procures, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. {6} They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. {7} So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.


What was the need?


Verse 3…As the Twelve searched for men to meet the need, what qualifications did they say the seven needed to possess?


What was the result in verse 7?





…Ability to lead people to the Lord…


(Acts 11:24 NIV)  He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.


According to this verse describing Barnabas, what is one of the evidences of a person full of the Holy Spirit?





…Ability to deal with life’s adversities and hard times…


(Romans 5:3-5 NIV)  Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; {4} perseverance, character; and character, hope. {5} And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.


What role do these verses tell us the Holy Spirit plays in how we deal with adversity?





…To have the right mindset…


(Romans 8:5-8 NIV)  Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. {6} The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; {7} the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. {8} Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.


How can a person know whether he/she is living according to the sin nature or God’s Spirit?


…To intercede for us when we don’t know what we ought to pray for…


(Romans 8:26-28 NIV)  In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. {27} And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will. {28} And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.


Have you ever tried to pray, but did not really know what to pray for or how to pray? What good news do these verses hold for someone in that situation?


According to verse 28, what reassurance do we always have about how things work out in the end?





…To give us righteousness, peace and joy…to overflow with hope…


(Romans 14:17 NIV)  For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,


(Romans 15:13 NIV)  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.


Many people have the perception that a relationship with God is dull, boring and depressing—perhaps because some Christian they know lives that way—but what is God’s plan for the trademarks of our relationship with Him?  (Through the Holy Spirit working in us, we have righteousness, peace and joy as we trust so that we overflow with hope.)











(Notice the Trinity in the next five passages…underlined for emphasis.)


…To give us the motivation of God’s love to pray for others…


(Romans 15:30 NIV)  I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me.


Sometimes people lack the motivation to pray for others. According to this verse, how should we be motivated to pray for others? (Not only by their urging, but by the assistance of an understanding that we pray for others out of out love for them that comes from God…i.e., we naturally pray for those we love…sometimes all we need is to be reminded that God’s Holy Spirit enables us to love—and pray for—people we may not naturally love on our own.)





…To enable us to proclaim the testimony about God…


(1 Corinthians 2:1-5 NIV)  When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. {2} For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. {3} I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. {4} My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, {5} so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.


Verse 1…What was Paul ‘proclaiming’ to them?


How did he not proclaim the testimony about God to them?


According to verse 5, why did Paul rely on God’s Spirit instead of his persuasive human skills to reveal God to these people?











…To help everyone understand the testimony about God…


(1 Corinthians 2:10-14 NIV)  but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. {11} For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. {12} We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. {13} This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. {14} The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.  {15} The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment: {16} "For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ.


According to these verses, how does a person ultimately come to understand the testimony about God?





…As a deposit, guaranteeing our salvation…


(2 Corinthians 1:21-22 NIV)  Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, {22} set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.


According to these verses, what role does God’s Holy Spirit play in our ‘assurance of salvation’?





…To assure us, in our hearts, that we are God’s children…


(Galatians 4:4-6 NIV)  But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, {5} to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. {6} Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father."


What role does God’s Spirit play in ‘assuring us we are children of God’?





(2 Corinthians 3:6-9 NIV)  He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant--not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. {7} Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was, {8} will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? {9} If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness!


Two ways to try to be ‘right with God’ in these verses…the covenant of the letter vs. the covenant of the Spirit. What does the letter do? (Verse 6—kills, verse 9—condemns.)  


What does the Spirit do? (Verse 6—gives life.)





(Galatians 2:21 NIV)  I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!"


If righteousness could be gained through the law—by being a good person—then what does that mean we think of Christ’s death?


(Galatians 5:4 NIV)  You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.


What is the label for the person who receives Christ and is justified by faith in His payment for their sins, then reverts to ‘trying to be good enough to be right with God’? (Fallen from grace.) 


(Galatians 3:2-5 NIV)  I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? {3} Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? {4} Have you suffered so much for nothing--if it really was for nothing? {5} Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard?


How does a person receive God’s Spirit? (By believing…v.2.)


What will never enable a person to receive God’s Spirit? (The human effort to ‘be a good person’.)





(Galatians 6:7-8 NIV)  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. {8} The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.


What will happen to those who ‘sow’ to please their selfish desires?


What will happen to the one who sows to please the Spirit?





(Ephesians 1:13-14 NIV)  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, {14} who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.


This is a brief, concise, Scriptural summary of the events salvation. What are the components (of salvation) in these verses, and what role does the Holy Spirit have?





(Ephesians 2:17-22 NIV)  He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. {18} For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. {19} Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, {20} built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. {21} In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. {22} And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.


These verse clearly define the unique and complementary roles the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. What does Jesus do? What does the Spirit do? What does God do?





(Ephesians 3:14-19 NIV)  For this reason I kneel before the Father, {15} from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. {16} I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, {17} so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, {18} may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, {19} and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.


These verses also describe the unique roles of the trinity in our lives. Verses 16 & 17…What does God do for us through His Spirit? (He gives us the power through His Holy Spirit so that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith.)


What is the ‘bottom line’ goal for us in verse 19? (To be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.)





CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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