1 Corinthians
Lesson 12, Part 3

“The Spirit gives life…”
( 1999. John Creamer. All rights reserved.
 Questions:
· Were you ever involved in a sport where your coach had certain ‘favorites’ on the team that he/she allowed to play more than others who were equally deserving?

· Did you ever work in an environment in which the guy at the top had certain ‘favorites’ that he/she would make certain received more advantages than others in the company?

· Can you think of other examples of people ‘playing favorites’ in other areas such as politics, churches, etc.?

· Have you ever sensed that certain groups or individuals ‘play favorites’ with the Trinity?   (i.e., some focus primarily on the filling of the Holy Spirit, others prefer the more stoic forms of worship that focus on God the Father, while others identify most with Jesus as their friend.) 

· What is the Scriptural perspective of how we should relate to the Trinity…is one more important to us than the other two? 

· Does the Trinity work in concert…or in conflict…with each other? 

Scripture:
The Holy Spirit in Jesus’ life and ministry:

…from (at) conception; HolyHHHH
(Matthew 1:18-20 NIV)  This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. {19} Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. {20} But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

· What role did the Holy Spirit play in Jesus’ birth?

· What is significant about the phrase ‘she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit’ as it relates to the identity of Jesus?

· Many marvel at Mary being selected to be the human mother of God, but what does Joseph’s selection and his ability to believe this say about the strength of his spiritual relationship with God? ( In other words, would you have the faith in God to trust Him the way Joseph did?)

…from (at) infancy;
(Luke 2:25-35 NIV)  Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. {26} It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. {27} Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, {28} Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: {29} "Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. {30} For my eyes have seen your salvation, {31} which you have prepared in the sight of all people, {32} a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." {33} The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. {34} Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, {35} so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too."

· What did the Holy Spirit reveal to Simeon about Jesus’ ministry…even while Jesus was an infant?

· The descriptive phrase about Jesus… ‘a light for revelation to the Gentiles’ was a foreign concept to a righteous and devout Jew like Simeon. How does this indicate the validity of the Holy Spirit in Simeon’s life?  (When the Holy Spirit filled Simeon, he was able to understand God’s purpose beyond the prejudices common between Jews and Gentiles…prejudices that still exist today without the help of the Holy Spirit.)  

…from (at) the beginning of His ministry.
(Matthew 3:16-17 NIV)  As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. {17} And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."

· What role did the Holy Spirit play as Jesus was about to begin his ministry?

· How is the Trinity represented in this verse?

· What do you think is the significance of the Holy Spirit having a physical presence that was distinguishable enough to be likened to a dove descending and the audible words from God heard by everyone? (It appears that God wanted everyone to be certain that Jesus Christ is the one He sent to redeem Israel and be a light to the Gentiles. It also demonstrates to everyone…those present at the time as well as the reader today…that God the Father, God the Holy Spirit and God the Son are united in the redemption of mankind.)

(Matthew 4:1 NIV)  Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.

· What did the Holy Spirit do in this verse?

The Spirit led Jesus into the desert where he would be tempted by Satan. The temptation was a severe test: Jesus survived it, but recommended that we should seek God’s protection from it. Perhaps this is why, when the disciples asked Him to teach them how to pray, Jesus responded,  “Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation.’ ” (Luke 11:4 NIV) 

The writer of Hebrews captured the essence of what Jesus’ experience in the desert means for us personally: Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. (Hebrews 2:18 NIV)
The Trinity works in concert to accomplish God’s will in individual lives…
(Matthew 28:19-20 NIV)  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, {20} and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
· What did Jesus say the relationship would be between believers and the Trinity? 

(Luke 11:13 NIV)  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"
· What are each of the members of the Trinity doing in this verse? (Jesus is telling the disciples His Father will give them the Holy Spirit.)

· Some imply that receiving the Holy Spirit is an indication of His special favor toward them, but what does this verse tell us a person must do to receive God’s Spirit?

(John 3:5-8 NIV)  Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. {6} Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. {7} You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' {8} The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."
· Verse 6…What did Jesus say the flesh was limited to give birth to?

· Verse 5…What did Jesus say was needed to enter the kingdom of God? (Spirit.)

· Therefore, what are the limitations of the flesh regarding entering heaven?

(John 6:63 NIV)  The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.

(John 6:63 NLT)  It is the Spirit who gives eternal life. Human effort accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.
· Notice in this verse and in John 3:6 above the reference to the difference between the flesh and the Spirit. What does the Spirit do for us that we…in the flesh…in our own strength…in our own resolve be a better person… cannot do for ourselves?

· And yet, why do so many think they will enter heaven ‘because I’ve always tried to be a good person’?

(John 14:15-18 NIV) {15} "If you love me, you will obey what I command. {16} And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- {17} the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. {18} I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

· What did Jesus promise those who obeyed him in verse 16?

· According to verse 15 and 16—(…If you love me, you will obey…and I will ask, and He will give…another Counselor), how would you say loving Christ and obeying Him relates to God giving us His Spirit?

(John 14:23-26 NIV) {23} Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. {24} He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. {25} "All this I have spoken while still with you. {26} But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 

· Who is sending the Holy Spirit? (The Father.) …In Whose name? (Jesus.)

· Once again, how did Jesus say loving and obeying Him related to God giving us His Spirit?

· What did Jesus say the Holy Spirit would do for us in verse 26?

(John 15:26 NIV)  "When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.

· Who is sending the Holy Spirit? (Jesus.) …From whom is the Holy Spirit coming? (God.)

· What will the Holy Spirit do?

(John 16:13-15 NIV)  But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. {14} He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. {15} All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.

· What will the Holy Spirit do for us?

· What will the Holy Spirit ‘speak’?

· What information do these three verses give us into the relationship between the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit?

Bottom Line:
Through the years, it seems that people sometimes do the same thing with the Trinity, ‘picking and choosing’ their favorite one of the Three…almost to the exclusion of the other Two. 

Some readily admit they believe in God, but aren’t willing to talk openly about Jesus…or the Holy Spirit. Others wave the Jesus banner and think that ‘God the Father’ worshippers aren’t as spiritual. Perhaps you’ve been hit with the question, “Have you been baptized in the Holy Spirit?!!?” Maybe you overheard a comment similar to the following when you were a kid. “Old ‘So-in-so’ has gotten mixed up with that Holy Ghost crowd. You remember that happened to Mrs. ‘Such-n-such’ and she went crazy…lost her mind…hasn’t been the same since!”

If you are ever confronted with someone who wants to pigeonhole you into supporting their favorite third, hopefully, the Scriptures in this lesson will enable you to respond:  

“No, I didn’t go the bargain route and only get one of the Three…I did what Jesus recommended. I was baptized in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit; I got all Three—just like He promised!”
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