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Last week we read Peter’s words to the Sanhedrin, the chief priests and leaders who put him and John for preaching to the people the gospel…the crucifixion, burial and resurrection…of Jesus Christ. In his response, Peter said:

(Acts 4:10-12 NIV)  then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. {11} He is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.' {12} Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."

Throughout Scripture, this same point is made that there is no other way for salvation, no other person who can reconcile us…make us right…with God.

(John 14:6 NIV)  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

(John 3:36 NIV)  Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."

(1 Timothy 2:5 NIV)  For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,

(1 John 5:10-13 NIV)  Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. {11} And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. {12} He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. {13} I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

In the preceding lesson we were only able to briefly consider how often people in our world today view followers of Jesus Christ as narrow-minded, bigoted and politically incorrect for making these assertions from the Bible.

In communicating this week with a good friend in Atlanta, I was made aware of a poll [Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life. www.pewforum.org ] that attempts to measure how many in America truly take the words of Peter and these other Scripture passages to heart…that Jesus Christ is the only name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.
The results of the survey state, in part:

A majority of all American Christians (52%) think that at least some non-Christian faiths can lead to eternal life. Indeed, among Christians who believe many religions can lead to eternal life, 80% name at least one non-Christian faith that can do so. These are among the key findings of a national survey conducted by the Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life from July 31-Aug. 10, 2008, among 2,905 adults.
The poll also finds that roughly one-third of Americans (30%) believe that whether one achieves eternal life is determined by what a person believes, with nearly as many (29%) saying eternal life depends on one’s actions. One-in-ten Americans say the key to obtaining eternal life lies in a combination of belief and actions. The remaining one-third of the public says that something else is the key to eternal life, they don’t know what leads to eternal life or they don’t believe in eternal life. 
My friend summed up the American response to salvation through Jesus Christ as the only name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved with a quote from C.S. Lewis:
"You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to" (Mere Christianity [Macmillan, 1952], pp. 40-41).

Questions:
· What is a commune…or what is communal living? Wikipedia defines: A commune is an intentional community of people living together, sharing common interests, property, possessions, resources, work and income.

· Are there any examples of communal living in Northwest Montana? Wikipedia reports: Hutterites are a communal branch of Anabaptists who, like the Amish and Mennonites, trace their roots to the Radical Reformation of the 16th century. Originating in the Austrian province of Tyrol in the 16th century, the forerunners of the Hutterites migrated to Moravia to escape persecution. There, under the leadership of Jakob Hutter, they developed the communal form of living based on the New Testament books of the Acts of the Apostles (Chapters 2 (especially Verse 44), 4, and 5) and 2 Corinthians—which distinguishes them from other Anabaptists such as the Amish and Mennonites.
· What fears (apprehensions) would people have about communal living?
· What might some find attractive about communal living?

· How might some take advantage of sharing the [wealth] possessions?

In the early history of the church, communal living was practiced to some extent, perhaps by the new followers of Jesus Christ from distant lands who, after placing their faith in Him for their salvation and forgiveness of sins, decided to remain in Jerusalem. 
Scripture:
(Acts 4:32-37 NIV)  All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 
· What does the first sentence in verse 32 tell us about the believers? (“…one in heart and mind…”)

· What other groups in society are of one heart and mind? (Primarily, immediate families.)
· What does the second sentence tell us about their perspective on material things?

· Do you think this perspective came from intrinsic…or extrinsic motivation?

{33} With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 
· All the while, what did the apostles continue to do?

{34} There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales {35} and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. 
· What was done from time to time?

{36} Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), {37} sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.

· Who sold some land and what did he do with it? (This is the first time Barnabas appears in the Bible, but we will see much more of him in the study of Acts.)
(Acts 5:1-11 NIV)  Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. {2} With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. 

· According to David Guzik’s commentary, The word for kept back is nosphizomai, which means “to misappropriate.” The same word was used of Achan’s theft in the Greek translation of the Old Testament (Joshua 7:21), and in its only other New Testament use, it means to steal (Titus 2:10).
· The money was theirs to do with as they wished. They could have kept all of it, part of it, or none of it. What they planned instead was to keep part of it but tell everyone they were giving it all. A lie.
{3} Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 
· According to Peter, what has come over Ananias?

· Did Satan actually make him do this? (No. It was Ananias’ choice to listen to Satan.)

{4} Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." 
· Ultimately, who was the lie perpetrated against?

{5} When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. {6} Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him. {7} About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. {8} Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?" "Yes," she said, "that is the price." {9} Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also." {10} At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. {11} Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.

Aside from the obvious about being truthful, communal living…specifically providing for those in need… must have had some ‘kinks’ that came up and later had to be ‘ironed out’ in the early church. Paul addressed these issues in his letters to the churches: 
(1 Timothy 5:1-21 NIV)  Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger men as brothers, {2} older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity. {3} Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need. 
· Notice, Paul addresses the ‘one heart and mind’ issue in the early church in Acts by instructing them to treat each other like family.

{4} But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God. 
· Rather than the community at large, who is instructed first to care for those in need (widows in this case)?

{5} The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help. {6} But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives. 
· What should the widow’s perspective be during this time?

{7} Give the people these instructions, too, so that no one may be open to blame. {8} If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 
· Who is to provide and to whom do they provide?

· What is said about the person who does not provide for their immediate family?

{9} No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been faithful to her husband, {10} and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of the saints, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds. {11} As for younger widows, do not put them on such a list. For when their sensual desires overcome their dedication to Christ, they want to marry. {12} Thus they bring judgment on themselves, because they have broken their first pledge. {13} Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying things they ought not to. {14} So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage their homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for slander. 
· What are the young widows advised to do?

{15} Some have in fact already turned away to follow Satan. {16} If any woman who is a believer has widows in her family, she should help them and not let the church be burdened with them, so that the church can help those widows who are really in need. 
· Who should help these widows before the church has to step in?

{17} The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. {18} For the Scripture says, "Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain," and "The worker deserves his wages." 
· Who should ‘get paid’ wages?

{19} Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. {20} Those who sin are to be rebuked publicly, so that the others may take warning. {21} I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism.

· What is the final admonition?
(1 Timothy 6:8 NIV)  But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.

· What did Paul remind them the basic needs were?

(2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 NIV)  In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. 
· Who should they keep away from?

{7} For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, {8} nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. {9} We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. {10} For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat." 
· What was the rule?

{11} We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. {12} Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat. 
· What were the idle busybodies commanded to do?

{13} And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. {14} If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. {15} Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.

· How were they instructed to relate to the person who did not listen to these instructions?

· (1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 NIV)  Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, {12} so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.

· What did Paul advise them to do with their ambition?
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