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Questions:
· Can you think of any individuals who helped change or shape the course of history?
· Who led the troops of the Continental army across the Delaware on Christmas, 1776? 
· Who took The Midnight Ride from Boston to Lexington on April 18 1775 to warn John Hancock and Samuel Adams the British were coming? 
· Who delivered a speech to the Virginia Convention in Richmond Virginia on March 23, 1775 with the famous quote, “Give me liberty or give me death!”? 

Scripture:
(Acts 5:12-42 NIV)  {12} The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon's Colonnade. 
· Who was performing the miraculous signs and wonders among the people?

· Why do you suppose it was only the apostles who were able to perform these signs and wonders? 
Perhaps it was because only the apostles had been ‘tested’ enough to be able to handle such a heady responsibility as miraculous signs and wonders without that ability ‘going to their heads’. 
Paul later wrote about the need for not being hasty in selecting leaders in the church. He instructed the church to take enough time in order to select the right people:

(1 Timothy 5:22 NASB)  Do not lay hands upon anyone too hastily and thus share responsibility for the sins of others; keep yourself free from sin.

(1 Timothy 3:10 NIV)  They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.

{13} No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people. 
· Why do you think ‘no one else dared [to] join them’? It was likely the result of word getting out about Ananias and Sapphira. The ‘scuttlebutt’ around town must have been, “Don’t join that group unless you’re really ready to make a life-changing commitment! Look what happened to Ananias and Sapphira!”

· And yet, what does the last part of the verse say the reputation the believers had in the community?

· Are Christians viewed the same way today [highly regarded] in their respective communities? 

{14} Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 
· In spite of the ‘dare’ to join these new believers, what happened?

· Most translations read “were added to the Lord”:

(Acts 5:14 NKJV)  And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women,

· What is the difference between being ‘added to the Lord’ and being ‘added to an organization’?

{15} As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. {16} Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed. 
· Word began to get out…the more people were healed, the larger the crowd.
· What is our responsibility in this regard today? Aren’t we called to be faithful to lift people up in prayer to the Lord with their illnesses and diseases and ask Him to heal?

{17} Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 
· Make no bones about it…what was the problem between the high priests, their associates, members of the Sadducees and the apostles? (Jealousy!)

{18} They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 
· What seemed to be their best plan to silence the apostles?

{19} But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. 
· What happened to their plan?

{20} "Go, stand in the temple courts," he said, "and tell the people the full message of this new life." 
· What instructions did the angel give them?

{21} At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the people. When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin--the full assembly of the elders of Israel--and sent to the jail for the apostles. 
· The apostles did as they were told, went back out and resumed teaching in a ‘sunrise service’. Oblivious to this, the high priest returns the next morning after a night of thinking about what he and his associates should do to these apostles.

{22} But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, {23} "We found the jail securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside." {24} On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were puzzled, wondering what would come of this. 
· How were the chief priests described in verse 24 when they heard the apostles had disappeared right from under their noses? (Puzzled.)
{25} Then someone came and said, "Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts teaching the people." {26} At that, the captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they feared that the people would stone them. 
· What were the officers afraid of?

{27} Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. {28} "We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man's blood." 
· What was the high priest afraid of?

{29} Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men! 
· Before he made his case, what point did Peter make clear to the high priest?

{30} The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead--whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. {31} God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. {32} We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." 
· Peter then states the facts, the basis of everything he has been called by God to teach to the people, the basis of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
{33} When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. 
· How did these guys respond to the gospel message?

{34} But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. 
· Who stood up? Who was this man named Gamaliel? Was he sent by God…or just used by God? There are as many different opinions about Gamaliel as there are people writing the commentaries, but it can’t hurt to simply look at who he was from a few different sources.

According to Wikipedia…

Gamaliel the Elder (gəmā'lēəl), or Rabbi Gamaliel I, was a leading authority in the Sanhedrin in the mid first century. He was the grandson of the great Jewish teacher Hillel the Elder, and died twenty years before the destruction of the second temple in Jerusalem.

According to Jewish history…

The Talmud (Hebrew: תַּלְמוּד talmūd "instruction, learning", from a root lmd "teach, study") is a record of rabbinic discussions pertaining to Jewish law, ethics, customs, and history. It is a central text of mainstream Judaism. The Talmud has two components: the Mishnah (c. 200 CE), the first written compendium of Judaism's Oral Law; and the Gemara (c. 500 CE), a discussion of the Mishnah. The Mishnah or Mishna (משנה, "repetition", from the verb shanah שנה, or "to study and review") is a major work of Rabbinic Judaism, and the first major redaction into written form of Jewish oral traditions, called the Oral Torah.

Gamaliel holds a reputation in the Mishnah for being one of the greatest teachers in all the annals of Judaism: 
According to the Bible…
The Book of Acts later goes on to describe Paul of Tarsus recounting that he was educated at the feet of Gamaliel about Jewish religious law:

(Acts 22:1-5 NIV)  "Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense." {2} When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet. Then Paul said: {3} "I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. Under Gamaliel I was thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers and was just as zealous for God as any of you are today. {4} I persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison, {5} as also the high priest and all the Council can testify. I even obtained letters from them to their brothers in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished.

Gamaliel is no ‘light-weight’ in this meeting. When he speaks, his audience listens:

{35} Then he addressed them: "Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. {36} Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. {37} After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were scattered. 
· Gamaliel is setting the precedence for what may happen to these apostles if their plan is one they made up amongst themselves. 

But…if this is bigger than a plan made by men…
{38} Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. {39} But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God." {40} His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.

· Whether Gamaliel was sent…or simply used by God doesn’t really matter. Fact is, his speech prevented the men in the Sanhedrin from killing the apostles. God could have chosen any means whatsoever to save the apostles; Gamaliel, angels, or something/someone else.

· But…suppose, as some have suggested since then, that Gamaliel was affected by the message of these apostles; that he became a follower of Jesus Christ. That sheds a different light on this episode for all who have also chosen to follow Jesus Christ. Gamaliel found himself in a situation where his influence would not only save the lives of the apostles, but would ensure the spread of the gospel would not be hindered. In the same way Patrick Henry, George Washington and Paul Revere were available to seize the opportunity to do their share to save their country, who is to say each of us should not also be prepared to step up and ensure the spread of the gospel in our own sphere of influence, regardless of how small or big? 

{41} The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. {42} Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.
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