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Questions:

· Currently there is much debate in the United States about where, and by whom Khalid Sheik Mohammed should be tried.
November 16, 2009

CNN Poll: Americans want KSM tried in military court
Posted: November 16th, 2009 04:06 PM ET

Washington (CNN) – Two-thirds of Americans disagree with the Obama administration's decision to try Khalid Sheik Mohammed in a civilian court rather than a military court, according to a new national poll.

But six in 10 people questioned in a CNN/Opinion Research Corporation survey released Monday say that the alleged mastermind of the 9/11 attacks should be tried in the United States, as the administration plans to do, rather than at a U.S. facility in another country.

The poll indicates that 64 percent believe Mohammed should be tried in military court, with 34 percent suggesting that he face trial in civilian court. Six in 10 people questioned say Mohammed should be tried stateside, with 37 percent calling for the trial to take place at a U.S. facility in another country.

"The decision to bring Khalid Sheikh Mohammed in front of a civilian court is universally unpopular - even a majority of Democrats and liberals say that he should be tried by military authorities," says CNN Polling Director Keating Holland. "Despite that, most Americans say that he will get a fair trial in the U.S."

· As we continue to study Paul’s incarceration and trial, perhaps we can better understand—based on the [above] indecision and difference of opinion in our own country today—why the process he went through was so convoluted. 
Scripture:
First, a change of ‘judges’: Governor Felix was succeeded by Festus…

(Acts 24:27 NIV)  When two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, but because Felix wanted to grant a favor to the Jews, he left Paul in prison.

(Acts 25 NIV)  Three days after arriving in the province, Festus went up from Caesarea to Jerusalem, {2} where the chief priests and Jewish leaders appeared before him and presented the charges against Paul. {3} They urgently requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way. 
· The Jews have one purpose in mind and it isn’t justice. It is to kill Paul.
{4} Festus answered, "Paul is being held at Caesarea, and I myself am going there soon. {5} Let some of your leaders come with me and press charges against the man there, if he has done anything wrong." 
· Whether Festus realized the Jews were plotting to kill Paul or not, deciding to have him remain in Caesarea saved his life.
{6} After spending eight or ten days with them, he went down to Caesarea, and the next day he convened the court and ordered that Paul be brought before him. {7} When Paul appeared, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many serious charges against him, which they could not prove. 
· As in the past, the Jews cannot make a case against Paul, using charges with no proof.
{8} Then Paul made his defense: "I have done nothing wrong against the law of the Jews or against the temple or against Caesar." {9} Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, "Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on these charges?" 

· Suddenly, Festus reverses field and runs in the other direction, suggesting a change of venue for Paul’s trial; why did he do so? (He wished to do the Jews a favor…which would mean death Paul’s death.)

{10} Paul answered: "I am now standing before Caesar's court, where I ought to be tried. I have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well. {11} If, however, I am guilty of doing anything deserving death, I do not refuse to die. But if the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar!" {12} After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared: "You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!" 

· Paul sees through their scheme; in essence he said to Festus, “You know good and well that I have not done anything wrong to the Jews, let alone something deserving death! So, if the charges by the Jews against me are fabricated and not true, then no one short of Caesar himself, (which includes you), has the right to hand me over to them.” Paul trumped Festus’ authority by appealing to Caesar.

Another Roman ruler, King Agrippa enters the ever-changing and evolving adjudication process surrounding Paul…

{13} A few days later King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at Caesarea to pay their respects to Festus. {14} Since they were spending many days there, Festus discussed Paul's case with the king. He said: "There is a man here whom Felix left as a prisoner. {15} When I went to Jerusalem, the chief priests and elders of the Jews brought charges against him and asked that he be condemned. {16} "I told them that it is not the Roman custom to hand over any man before he has faced his accusers and has had an opportunity to defend himself against their charges. {17} When they came here with me, I did not delay the case, but convened the court the next day and ordered the man to be brought in. {18} When his accusers got up to speak, they did not charge him with any of the crimes I had expected. {19} Instead, they had some points of dispute with him about their own religion and about a dead man named Jesus who Paul claimed was alive. {20} I was at a loss how to investigate such matters; so I asked if he would be willing to go to Jerusalem and stand trial there on these charges. {21} When Paul made his appeal to be held over for the Emperor's decision, I ordered him held until I could send him to Caesar." {22} Then Agrippa said to Festus, "I would like to hear this man myself." He replied, "Tomorrow you will hear him."

Before we read Paul’s defense before King Agrippa, some facts about Agrippa heighten the significance of Paul appearing before him.
· Agrippa’s great-grandfather had tried to kill Jesus as a baby. 
· His grandfather had John the Baptist beheaded. 
· His father had martyred the first apostle, James. 
The ‘stakes’ for Paul were high.

{23} The next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp and entered the audience room with the high ranking officers and the leading men of the city. At the command of Festus, Paul was brought in. 
· Bernice was Agrippa’s sister; rumors were widespread their relationship was incestuous.
{24} Festus said: "King Agrippa, and all who are present with us, you see this man! The whole Jewish community has petitioned me about him in Jerusalem and here in Caesarea, shouting that he ought not to live any longer. {25} I found he had done nothing deserving of death, but because he made his appeal to the Emperor I decided to send him to Rome. {26} But I have nothing definite to write to His Majesty about him. Therefore I have brought him before all of you, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that as a result of this investigation I may have something to write. {27} For I think it is unreasonable to send on a prisoner without specifying the charges against him."

(Acts 26 NIV)  Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You have permission to speak for yourself." So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defense: {2} "King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate to stand before you today as I make my defense against all the accusations of the Jews, 
· Why did Paul consider himself ‘fortunate’ to be standing before Agrippa? Remember the words of Jesus?

(Acts 9:15 NIV)  But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.

· Paul was doing what Jesus had said he would do. How many of us are fortunate enough to accomplish that for which we were sent?
{3} and especially so because you are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs and controversies. Therefore, I beg you to listen to me patiently. {4} "The Jews all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the beginning of my life in my own country, and also in Jerusalem. {5} They have known me for a long time and can testify, if they are willing, that according to the strictest sect of our religion, I lived as a Pharisee. {6} And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our fathers that I am on trial today. {7} This is the promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly serve God day and night. O king, it is because of this hope that the Jews are accusing me. {8} Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead? {9} "I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. {10} And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests I put many of the saints in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. {11} Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished, and I tried to force them to blaspheme. In my obsession against them, I even went to foreign cities to persecute them. 
· Up to this point in his defense, how did Paul act toward followers of Jesus Christ?
{12} "On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. {13} About noon, O king, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. {14} We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, 'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.' {15} "Then I asked, 'Who are you, Lord?' "'I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,' the Lord replied. {16} 'Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you. {17} I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them {18} to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 
· Who turned Paul around in his life’s purpose?
{19} "So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. {20} First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds. {21} That is why the Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. 
· According to Paul, why were the Jews trying to kill him?
{22} But I have had God's help to this very day, and so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen-- {23} that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles." 
· Paul now summarizes the whole Bible: the Old Testament prophets said the Christ would suffer, rise from the dead, and would proclaim light to His own people and to the Gentiles.
{24} At this point Festus interrupted Paul's defense. "You are out of your mind, Paul!" he shouted. "Your great learning is driving you insane." {25} "I am not insane, most excellent Festus," Paul replied. "What I am saying is true and reasonable. {26} The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner. {27} King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do." {28} Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?" 
· Verses such as verse 28 make it prudent for us to always refer to other translations to grasp the true essence of the moment. The NIV [above] makes Agrippa’s response to Paul’s words sound like, “Are you kidding me Paul? Do you think you can persuade me to believe like you and become a Christian?” In reality, that is not what King Agrippa was saying. Consider the following translations:

(Acts 26:27-28 KJV)  King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. {28} Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.

(Acts 26:27-28 NASB)  "King Agrippa, do you believe the Prophets? I know that you do." {28} And Agrippa replied to Paul, "In a short time you will persuade me to become a Christian."

(Acts 26:27-28 NKJV)  "King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you do believe." {28} Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost persuade me to become a Christian."

(Acts 26:27-28 NRSV)  King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe." {28} Agrippa said to Paul, "Are you so quickly persuading me to become a Christian?"

“Almost Persuaded” is how we see King Agrippa’s response. But…what is almost persuaded? 
" Almost Persuaded" was written by Philip Bliss in 1871 after he had an inspiration following a sermon he had just listened to. The Reverend Brundage ended his preaching with a sentence that rang in his ears. He said, " He who is almost persuaded is almost saved, and to be almost saved is to be entirely lost." After hearing this, Bliss was very impressed and later that afternoon set on the composition for the hymn, "Almost Persuaded." This composition is one of the most compelling that Bliss wrote.

     On one occasion, the power of this hymn was demonstrated. In 1874, it was sung at the close of a service at London’s Agricultural Hall. At the end of the sermon, the congregation bowed their heads as "Almost Persuaded" was sung. The audience of over fifteen thousand was touched in such a dramatic way by the lyrics of the composition. The crowd became still and silent as many made decisions for Christ.
1. “Almost persuaded” now to believe;
“Almost persuaded” Christ to receive;
Seems now some soul to say,
“Go, Spirit, go Thy way,
Some more convenient day
On Thee I’ll call.”

2. “Almost persuaded,” come, come today;
“Almost persuaded,” turn not away;
Jesus invites you here,
Angels are ling’ring near,
Prayers rise from hearts so dear;
O wand’rer, come!

3. “Almost persuaded,” harvest is past!
“Almost persuaded,” doom comes at last!
“Almost” cannot avail;
“Almost” is but to fail!
Sad, sad, that bitter wail—
“Almost,” but lost!

What is the difference between “Almost Persuaded” and “Am Persuaded”? Perhaps the answer lies in another old hymn written in 1883 by Daniel W. Whittle, whose refrain quotes a verse from the Bible, 2 Timothy 1:12:
1. I know not why God’s wondrous grace
To me He hath made known,
Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love
Redeemed me for His own. 

· Refrain:
But “I know Whom I have believed,
And am persuaded that He is able
To keep that which I’ve committed
Unto Him against that day.”

2. I know not how this saving faith
To me He did impart,
Nor how believing in His Word
Wrought peace within my heart. [Refrain]
3. I know not how the Spirit moves,
Convincing men of sin,
Revealing Jesus through the Word,
Creating faith in Him. [Refrain]
4. I know not what of good or ill
May be reserved for me,
Of weary ways or golden days,
Before His face I see. [Refrain]
5. I know not when my Lord may come,
At night or noonday fair,
Nor if I walk the vale with Him,
Or meet Him in the air. [Refrain]
The question for each of us seems obvious: which describes me best…Almost Persuaded, or Am Persuaded?
{29} Paul replied, "Short time or long--I pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains." {30} The king rose, and with him the governor and Bernice and those sitting with them. {31} They left the room, and while talking with one another, they said, "This man is not doing anything that deserves death or imprisonment." {32} Agrippa said to Festus, "This man could have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar."
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