To receive these lessons, send your request to johncreamer@montanasky.us 

DirtBags  1/8/2010
 2009. John Creamer. All rights reserved. 
Questions:

· Have you—or someone close to you—ever insisted on proceeding with a plan, direction or decision that seemed contrary to the opinions of everyone else?
(Let’s assume the plan, direction or decision is not contrary to any of God’s laws, statutes or commands, i.e., neither plan or direction is immoral/unethical.)
· How can we determine which plan, direction or decision is God’s will for us?
· What happens when our opinion of God’s will is different from others close to us?
· What if there is no clear answer to the question, “Which way does God want me to go?” …Are we forever doomed if we make the wrong decision?
· If we make the ‘wrong’ decision, does God disengage and say, “O.K. bud…you’re on your own now! See ya!” and throw us to the wolves?
The apostle Paul faced this dilemma at the end of his third missionary journey, returning form Europe. In Acts 20, we saw Paul’s determination to get to Jerusalem…

{16}  Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost.

We also saw a few verses later that Paul was aware of the dangers he could face if he proceeded to Jerusalem…

{22}  "And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. {23} I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me.

And yet, in spite of the foreboding dangers, Paul is resolute…

{24} However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me--the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 

Verses 25 and 38 give us some insight into why many of Paul’s friends would try to discourage him from going to Jerusalem…
{25} "Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 

{38} What grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship.

Paul feels he is being led by God to go to Jerusalem. 

His friends feel they are being led by God to dissuade him from going to Jerusalem. 

Who is right?

Scripture:

(Acts 21 NIV)  After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea and sailed straight to Cos. The next day we went to Rhodes and from there to Patara. {2} We found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, went on board and set sail. {3} After sighting Cyprus and passing to the south of it, we sailed on to Syria. We landed at Tyre, where our ship was to unload its cargo. {4} Finding the disciples there, we stayed with them seven days. Through the Spirit they urged Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. 

· It appears Paul is not the only who senses something might happen to him. What did the disciples at Tyre urge Paul not to do?

· Who was prompting the disciples to persuade Paul not to go?

Of the differing opinions of what Paul should/should not do, David Guzik writes:

c. They told Paul through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem: Apparently, among the disciples at Tyre, some prophesied of the danger that awaited Paul in Jerusalem, something that he had been warned about before in several other places (Acts 20:22-23).

d. It would seem that the specific warning not to go up to Jerusalem was a human interpretation of the Holy Spirit’s prophecy of the danger that awaited Paul, otherwise it is difficult to see why Paul would have gone against the Holy Spirit’s direction.

{5} But when our time was up, we left and continued on our way. All the disciples and their wives and children accompanied us out of the city, and there on the beach we knelt to pray. {6} After saying good-by to each other, we went aboard the ship, and they returned home. {7} We continued our voyage from Tyre and landed at Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers and stayed with them for a day. {8} Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. {9} He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. 

· Remember Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch? Remember where he ended up?

(Acts 8:38-40 NIV)  And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. {39} When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. {40} Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

· Apparently Philip found quite the woman when God transferred him to Caesarea! The two of them produced four Godly daughters.

{10} After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. {11} Coming over to us, he took Paul's belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, "The Holy Spirit says, 'In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.'" {12} When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. 

· What did the people of Caesarea, Agabus the prophet, as well as his own companions plead with Paul not to do?

· Who gave Agabus the message about what would happen to Paul if he went to Jerusalem? (God’s Holy Spirit)

Gukik comments on the ongoing difference of opinion between Paul and his companions:

d. So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles: The prophecy of Agabus was true, and genuinely from the Holy Spirit. But to this true word, they added a human application (they pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem). That additional word was not of the Lord, otherwise Paul would have been disobedient to go to Jerusalem.

i. Though their human application was understandable, even logical, it wasn’t of God. They recognized as much when they attributed Paul’s insistence to go to Jerusalem despite the danger as the will of the Lord. It is easy to do - and a source of trouble - when we “add our two cents” to what God may be saying, often thinking that it is also from the Lord.

{13} Then Paul answered, "Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." 

· What was Paul’s response?

{14} When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, "The Lord's will be done." {15} After this, we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 

· Who won the persuasion?

· Why would there be such difference of opinion between believers? We won’t know until we are with the Lord, but all we know from looking at the advice people—led by the Spirit—were giving Paul, and yet he chose to take a different route. We will see in a moment that Jesus confirms his decision.

{16} Some of the disciples from Caesarea accompanied us and brought us to the home of Mnason, where we were to stay. He was a man from Cyprus and one of the early disciples. {17} When we arrived at Jerusalem, the brothers received us warmly. {18} The next day Paul and the rest of us went to see James, and all the elders were present. {19} Paul greeted them and reported in detail what God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. {20} When they heard this, they praised God. Then they said to Paul: "You see, brother, how many thousands of Jews have believed, and all of them are zealous for the law. {21} They have been informed that you teach all the Jews who live among the Gentiles to turn away from Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or live according to our customs. 
· What information [misinformation, perhaps sometimes disinformation] did James and all the elders tell Paul the Jews had received about him? (That Paul advocated Jews abandoning their customs.)

· Had Paul, in fact, taught this to the Jews? (No.) In fact, Paul wrote what he advocated concerning the customs of Jewish believers in his letter to the church in Corinth:
(1 Corinthians 9:20-21 NIV)  To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. {21} To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law.

{22} What shall we do? They will certainly hear that you have come, {23} so do what we tell you. There are four men with us who have made a vow. {24} Take these men, join in their purification rites and pay their expenses, so that they can have their heads shaved. Then everybody will know there is no truth in these reports about you, but that you yourself are living in obedience to the law. {25} As for the Gentile believers, we have written to them our decision that they should abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality." {26} The next day Paul took the men and purified himself along with them. Then he went to the temple to give notice of the date when the days of purification would end and the offering would be made for each of them. 
· Paul was advised to accompany [sponsor] these four Jewish believers in their ceremonial purification rites as a sign of his support of Jews continuing to observe the Jewish customs even after their confession of faith in Jesus Christ.

{27} When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews from the province of Asia saw Paul at the temple. They stirred up the whole crowd and seized him, {28} shouting, "Men of Israel, help us! This is the man who teaches all men everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And besides, he has brought Greeks into the temple area and defiled this holy place." {29} (They had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with Paul and assumed that Paul had brought him into the temple area.)
· What did these Jews from Asia do?

· When they got the crowd all ‘stirred up’, what accusation did they make against Paul?

· Was their accusation true? (No. It was based only on an assumption.)

Why did Paul’s accusers want this charge against him to stick? Guzik continues:

c. Trophimus the Ephesian . . . whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple: It was absolutely prohibited for Gentiles to go beyond the designated “Court of the Gentiles” in the temple grounds. Signs were posted which read (in both Greek and Latin): “No foreigner may enter within the barricade which surrounds the temple and enclosure. Any one who is caught trespassing will bear personal responsibility for his ensuing death.” The Romans were so sensitive to this that they authorized the Jews to execute anyone that offended in this way, even if the offender was a Roman citizen.

{30} The whole city was aroused, and the people came running from all directions. Seizing Paul, they dragged him from the temple, and immediately the gates were shut. {31} While they were trying to kill him, news reached the commander of the Roman troops that the whole city of Jerusalem was in an uproar. {32} He at once took some officers and soldiers and ran down to the crowd. When the rioters saw the commander and his soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. 

· Who saved Paul from being killed?

{33} The commander came up and arrested him and ordered him to be bound with two chains. Then he asked who he was and what he had done. 

· What doesn’t seem right about this? Do the authorities normally show up at a gang beating and arrest the one being beaten?

{34} Some in the crowd shouted one thing and some another, and since the commander could not get at the truth because of the uproar, he ordered that Paul be taken into the barracks. {35} When Paul reached the steps, the violence of the mob was so great he had to be carried by the soldiers. {36} The crowd that followed kept shouting, "Away with him!" {37} As the soldiers were about to take Paul into the barracks, he asked the commander, "May I say something to you?" "Do you speak Greek?" he replied. {38} "Aren't you the Egyptian who started a revolt and led four thousand terrorists out into the desert some time ago?" {39} Paul answered, "I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no ordinary city. Please let me speak to the people." {40} Having received the commander's permission, Paul stood on the steps and motioned to the crowd. When they were all silent, he said to them in Aramaic :

(Acts 22 NIV)  "Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense." {2} When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet. Then Paul said: {3} "I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. Under Gamaliel I was thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers and was just as zealous for God as any of you are today. {4} I persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison, {5} as also the high priest and all the Council can testify. I even obtained letters from them to their brothers in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished. {6} "About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven flashed around me. {7} I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, 'Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me?' {8} "'Who are you, Lord?' I asked. "'I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,' he replied. {9} My companions saw the light, but they did not understand the voice of him who was speaking to me. {10} "'What shall I do, Lord?' I asked. "'Get up,' the Lord said, 'and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been assigned to do.' {11} My companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because the brilliance of the light had blinded me. {12} "A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout observer of the law and highly respected by all the Jews living there. {13} He stood beside me and said, 'Brother Saul, receive your sight!' And at that very moment I was able to see him. {14} "Then he said: 'The God of our fathers has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. {15} You will be his witness to all men of what you have seen and heard. {16} And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.' {17} "When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying at the temple, I fell into a trance {18} and saw the Lord speaking. 'Quick!' he said to me. 'Leave Jerusalem immediately, because they will not accept your testimony about me.' {19} "'Lord,' I replied, 'these men know that I went from one synagogue to another to imprison and beat those who believe in you. {20} And when the blood of your martyr Stephen was shed, I stood there giving my approval and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.' {21} "Then the Lord said to me, 'Go; I will send you far away to the Gentiles.'" {22} The crowd listened to Paul until he said this. Then they raised their voices and shouted, "Rid the earth of him! He's not fit to live!" 

· What was the ‘straw that broke the camel’s back’ for Paul’s audience? Gentiles! The crowd was looking for an opportunity to return to their original charge against him deserving death…Gentiles in the temple area.
{23} As they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging dust into the air, {24} the commander ordered Paul to be taken into the barracks. He directed that he be flogged and questioned in order to find out why the people were shouting at him like this. {25} As they stretched him out to flog him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, "Is it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn't even been found guilty?" 

· Aha! Paul had been saving this one: what did he ask the centurion?

{26} When the centurion heard this, he went to the commander and reported it. "What are you going to do?" he asked. "This man is a Roman citizen." {27} The commander went to Paul and asked, "Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?" "Yes, I am," he answered. {28} Then the commander said, "I had to pay a big price for my citizenship." "But I was born a citizen," Paul replied. {29} Those who were about to question him withdrew immediately. The commander himself was alarmed when he realized that he had put Paul, a Roman citizen, in chains. {30} The next day, since the commander wanted to find out exactly why Paul was being accused by the Jews, he released him and ordered the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin to assemble. Then he brought Paul and had him stand before them.

· Even though playing the ‘Roman citizen card’ saved him from a beating, we will see in the upcoming chapters that it prolonged his imprisonment.

Bottom Line: Paul is headed for Rome…but maybe not the way he had planned.
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