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Questions:

What are some of the most famous trials in history?
· The trial of Socrates, 399 B.C., about which Xenophon writes in his “memorabilia”… Socrates "taught his pupils to look down upon the established laws’ …by teaching them that government should be left to experts instead of being determined by popular debate and vote in the assembly.”

· The trial of Martin Luther, 1521, on charges of heresy by the Diet of Worms, a general assembly of the Imperial Estates of the Holy Roman Empire, resulting in the Edict of Worms against Luther. Private conferences were held to determine Luther's fate. Before a decision was reached, Luther fled. During his return to Wittenberg, he disappeared. Luther is credited for beginning the Protestant Reformation.

· The papal trial of Galileo Galilei, 1633, on charges of being “vehemently suspect of heresy” for championing the Copernican theory of heliocentrism, the theory that the Sun is at the center of the Universe conflicting the geocentric view that the Earth is at the center of the universe.
· The 1735 trial of John Peter Zenger in New York City. Twelve New York jurors,  ignored the instructions of the Governor’s [the nefarious Governor for New York Province, William Cosby] hand-picked judges and returned a verdict of "Not Guilty" on the charge of publishing "seditious libels".
· State vs. John Scopes “The Monkey Trial” 1925 concerned the legality of teaching the theory of evolution in schools, but was perhaps more about the clash between modernists and traditionalists, intellectualism and religion. After a year of bizarre events and notoriety, the Tennessee Supreme Court dismissed the case representing a significant setback for the anti-evolution forces.

· The Falwell vs. Flynt Trial in 1984 was the result of an ad in Flynt’s Hustler Magazine depicting Falwell’s [fictional] account of having drunken, incestuous sex in an outhouse with his mother. Falwell sued Flynt. The jury decided in favor of Falwell. On February 24, 1988, Chief Justice Rehnquist announced the decision of a unanimous Supreme Court reversal of the jury's award of damages to Jerry Falwell. 
Which brings us to the arrest and trial of [arguably] one of the most influential men in all history…the apostle Paul.
Scripture:

(Acts 21 NIV) {27} When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews from the province of Asia saw Paul at the temple. They stirred up the whole crowd and seized him, {28} shouting, "Men of Israel, help us! This is the man who teaches all men everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And besides, he has brought Greeks into the temple area and defiled this holy place." {29}  (They had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with Paul and assumed that Paul had brought him into the temple area.)

· Paul did not take Trophimus the Ephesian into the temple area; his accusers assumed he did so they could falsely accuse him and kill him by law. 
It was absolutely prohibited for Gentiles to go beyond the designated “Court of the Gentiles” in the temple grounds. Signs were posted which read (in both Greek and Latin): “No foreigner may enter within the barricade which surrounds the temple and enclosure. Any one who is caught trespassing will bear personal responsibility for his ensuing death.” The Romans were so sensitive to this that they authorized the Jews to execute anyone that offended in this way, even if the offender was a Roman citizen. (David Guzik)
{30} The whole city was aroused, and the people came running from all directions. Seizing Paul, they dragged him from the temple, and immediately the gates were shut. {31} While they were trying to kill him, news reached the commander of the Roman troops that the whole city of Jerusalem was in an uproar. {32} He at once took some officers and soldiers and ran down to the crowd. When the rioters saw the commander and his soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. 

· Although the commander stopped the riot, beating and ultimate death of Paul, as a Roman official he was obligated to get to the bottom of the matter.
{33} The commander came up and arrested him and ordered him to be bound with two chains. Then he asked who he was and what he had done. 

{39} Paul answered, "I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no ordinary city. Please let me speak to the people." {40} Having received the commander's permission, Paul stood on the steps and motioned to the crowd. When they were all silent, he said to them in Aramaic :

(Acts 22 NIV)  "Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense." 
· In verses 2-20, Paul recounts his testimony of his encounter with Jesus Christ and the task given to him by the Lord.
{21} "Then the Lord said to me, 'Go; I will send you far away to the Gentiles.'" {22} The crowd listened to Paul until he said this. Then they raised their voices and shouted, "Rid the earth of him! He's not fit to live!" 

· What was the ‘straw that broke the camel’s back’ for Paul’s audience? Gentiles! The crowd was looking for an opportunity to return to their original charge against him deserving death…Gentiles in the temple area.

{23} As they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging dust into the air, {24} the commander ordered Paul to be taken into the barracks. He directed that he be flogged and questioned in order to find out why the people were shouting at him like this. 
· What manner of examination did the commander order to be administered to Paul? (Fogged…or scourged.) Today, there is water-boarding: then, there was scourging. Bound with thongs, the accused were beaten with a scourge until they confessed to the crimes they were suspected of. Men often died or were crippled for life after being scourged. To be examined by scourging was extremely brutal, but administered only to people who were not Roman citizens.
{25} As they stretched him out to flog him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, "Is it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn't even been found guilty?" 

· Aha! Paul had been saving this one! Just before the scourging began, what did Paul ask the centurion?

{26} When the centurion heard this, he went to the commander and reported it. "What are you going to do?" he asked. "This man is a Roman citizen." 
· The response to Paul announcing his Roman citizenship produced instant results. Under Roman law it was illegal to even bind [handcuff] a Roman citizen without following due process, and Paul’s rights had already been violated by the Roman soldiers. This whole case was about to be thrown out on technicalities.

{27} The commander went to Paul and asked, "Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?" "Yes, I am," he answered. {28} Then the commander said, "I had to pay a big price for my citizenship." "But I was born a citizen," Paul replied. {29} Those who were about to question him withdrew immediately. The commander himself was alarmed when he realized that he had put Paul, a Roman citizen, in chains. {30} The next day, since the commander wanted to find out exactly why Paul was being accused by the Jews, he released him and ordered the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin to assemble. Then he brought Paul and had him stand before them.

· Playing the ‘Roman citizen card’ saved Paul from a beating and likely death. Although this seems like a nightmare scenario to us, we should recall God had given Ananias the ‘Big Picture’ plan to give Paul at his conversion:

(Acts 9:15-16 NIV)  But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. {16} I will show him how much he must suffer for my name."
At this point Paul has been aware of God’s overall plan for his life for some time…he is just now learning the particulars of how that plan will work itself out.

(Acts 23 NIV)  Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, "My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day." {2} At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to strike him on the mouth. 
· There has been a lot of discussion recently amongst political pundits about the President’s job rating after his first year in office. On some occasions, the President will even offer a self-critique of what he has accomplished. As Paul addresses the Sanhedrin, he begins with a self-evaluation of his work for God. What did the high priest think of Paul’s self-assessed job rating?
{3} Then Paul said to him, "God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by commanding that I be struck!" 
· Paul knows the Jewish law. In Deuteronomy 25:1,2, the Mosaic Law declares a man can only be beaten who has been found guilty of a crime. Paul was guilty of nothing.

{4} Those who were standing near Paul said, "You dare to insult God's high priest?" {5} Paul replied, "Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: 'Do not speak evil about the ruler of your people.'" 
· Bible commentaries offer different perspectives on Paul’s response in verse 5 after setting the high priest straight, so I’ll offer mine: I think he said exactly what he meant and wanted to say in verse 3. What he said in verse 5 was simply in deference to the office of the high priest, not the man in the office. 

· Regarding Paul’s comment to the high priest that “God will strike you…”, it proved prophetic as the Jewish historian Josephus reports the scheming, stealing Ananias was brutally killed at the hands of Jewish nationalists. 

{6} Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, "My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead." {7} When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. {8} (The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.) {9} There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up and argued vigorously. "We find nothing wrong with this man," they said. "What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?" {10} The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force and bring him into the barracks. 
· Normally, Paul seizes the opportunity when given a pulpit before a large crowd to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. On this occasion, it becomes apparent to Paul that survival is of utmost importance, so he uses the ‘Divide and Conquer’ method of getting the entire council distracted from their goal of killing him. Paul brings up the issue of the resurrection of the dead, a bone of bitter contention between the Sadducees [who didn’t believe in the resurrection of the dead] and the Pharisees [who did believe in the resurrection of the dead].

· Verse 10 reports the dispute between the Sadducees and Pharisees was so violent that “court was adjourned”! Through artful manipulation of his wannabe assassins, Paul dodges the bullet again.
{11} The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, "Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome." 
· Jesus knew Paul had survived, but that he needed to be encouraged. How is this for recharging a man’s spiritual batteries!
The next morning, [next lesson] Paul’s arrest and trial saga continues…
{12} The next morning the Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselves with an oath not to eat or drink until they had killed Paul. {13} More than forty men were involved in this plot. {14} They went to the chief priests and elders and said, "We have taken a solemn oath not to eat anything until we have killed Paul. {15} Now then, you and the Sanhedrin petition the commander to bring him before you on the pretext of wanting more accurate information about his case. We are ready to kill him before he gets here." 
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