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Questions:

· What are some ways people ‘use’ the name of Jesus today to ‘hedge their bets in life’?

Scripture:

(Acts 19:8 NIV)  Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God. {9} But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. {10} This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. {11} God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, {12} so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them. 

· Where did Paul go in verse 8? 

· What was the response of the people in the synagogues in verse 9? What did Paul do?

· What did God do in verse 11?

· What happened in verse 12? Is there something magic about handkerchiefs and aprons? Are they still used today to cure the sick and exorcise evil spirits? 

What, then, is the significance of what we see in verse 12? Perhaps the clue to what happened in verse 12 and why is in verse 13; 

{13} Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, "In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out." 

· These guys saw what Paul was doing and decided to ‘copycat’ his ministry and make a few bucks off his success, but they knew the power of Paul’s ministry was not in a few articles of clothing…and they knew the people also knew that. The key was in Paul’s message of Jesus; what did the itinerant Jewish exorcists say in verse 13?

· When we combine their rote commands with what we see happened in verse 12, we must assume that the people were reminded of the words of Paul by his apparels, similar to the WWJD bracelets or pocket crosses that people often carry in their pockets. 

What was the difference between these exorcists and Paul? The exorcists were just using the name of Jesus; they weren’t confessing their faith in Him. Are there times when people today use the name of Jesus without ever confessing their faith in Him? 

· How about in times of disaster or crisis?

· How about in business?

· How about the bride and groom in a wedding ceremony or parents who have no evidence of a relationship with God baptizing their baby? Is this a magic religious spell cast over the participants to ward off evil events?

Let’s find out what happened when they used Jesus’ name…

{14} Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. {15} One day the evil spirit answered them, "Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are you?" {16} Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding. 

· What happened?

David Guzik in the Blue Letter Bible Commentary said of those who invoke the name of Jesus without a personal relationship with Him…

i. There are many people---many churchgoers---who will perish in Hell because they have no personal relationship with Jesus Christ. They only know “the Jesus the pastor preaches” or of “the Jesus my spouse believes in” instead of the Jesus of their own salvation.

ii. Do you have the “right” to use the name of Jesus? These sons of Sceva did not, because they had no personal relationship with Jesus.

{17} When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. 

{18} Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed their evil deeds. {19} A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. {20} In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power. 

· What was the result of these ‘religious magicians’ being stripped and having the poop beat out of them? 

· A drachma was worth about a day’s wage; what would these scrolls have been worth today using $100, $200 or $300 as a day’s wage? (1, 5, 10, or 15 million dollars.)

{21} After all this had happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia and Achaia. "After I have been there," he said, "I must visit Rome also." {22}  He sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, while he stayed in the province of Asia a little longer. 
{23} About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way. {24} A silversmith named Demetrius, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought in no little business for the craftsmen. {25} He called them together, along with the workmen in related trades, and said: "Men, you know we receive a good income from this business. {26} And you see and hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of people here in Ephesus and in practically the whole province of Asia. He says that man-made gods are no gods at all. {27} There is danger not only that our trade will lose its good name, but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be discredited, and the goddess herself, who is worshiped throughout the province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of her divine majesty." {28} When they heard this, they were furious and began shouting: "Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!" 
· What did Demetrius the silversmith make?

· Why was he so upset with Paul?

Who is Artemis [also known as Diana]? According to one website [a website I do not endorse, but was astonished to see existed], the effects of Artemis still live on…

	The multi-breasted statue of Diana at the Temple displayed her capability to nourish all creatures and provide for them. She was known by many names including Queen of Heaven; the Great Goddess; Lunar Virgin; Mother of Animals; Lady of Wild Creatures; the Huntress; Patroness of Childbirth, Nursing and Healing; and Queen of the Witches. 

	

	In his book "Ways of the Strega", Raven Grimassi draws a calendar which shows that the worship of Diana has never been discontinued in Italy. Throughout the centuries, women have continued to worship Diana as their patroness. 


(Concerning the organization owning this website…)
The Order is an eclectic international order of women dedicated to The Goddess. The purpose of the order is twofold: to help restore spiritual balance on earth by restoring the Divine Feminine to her rightful place; and to assist female-seekers in their personal and spiritual development. It is the position of the order that all spiritual paths and belief systems can benefit by incorportating the Divine Feminine. The Order offers personal empowerment and priestess training to women aged 18 or older, via our online schools , or through a local teacher. (Men and transgendered people are welcome to receive training in an affiliated order.)
The ‘temple of the great goddess Artemis’ Demetrius spoke of in verse 27 is one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. The temple was 377 feet long, 180 feet wide and its roof was supported by 127 columns that were 60 feet high. The worship of the goddess Diana was a huge, inseparable part of the culture of the thriving coastal city of Ephesus.
On the other hand, the gospel of Jesus Christ was just beginning to spread. Can’t you imagine the initial curiosity of the people listening to Demetrius’ concern over Paul as they stood in the shadow of this monstrous temple? How could this one man and his story of God becoming flesh, then dying on a cross ever threaten to take the place of their goddess of heaven, the moon, the animals and the environment?

But…the more they listened to Demetrius, the more they became convinced Paul must be stopped and their goddess defended.

{29} Soon the whole city was in an uproar. The people seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul's traveling companions from Macedonia, and rushed as one man into the theater. {30} Paul wanted to appear before the crowd, but the disciples would not let him. {31} Even some of the officials of the province, friends of Paul, sent him a message begging him not to venture into the theater. {32} The assembly was in confusion: Some were shouting one thing, some another. Most of the people did not even know why they were there. {33} The Jews pushed Alexander to the front, and some of the crowd shouted instructions to him. He motioned for silence in order to make a defense before the people. {34} But when they realized he was a Jew, they all shouted in unison for about two hours: "Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!" {35} The city clerk quieted the crowd and said: "Men of Ephesus, doesn't all the world know that the city of Ephesus is the guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of her image, which fell from heaven? {36} Therefore, since these facts are undeniable, you ought to be quiet and not do anything rash. {37} You have brought these men here, though they have neither robbed temples nor blasphemed our goddess. {38} If, then, Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a grievance against anybody, the courts are open and there are proconsuls. They can press charges. {39} If there is anything further you want to bring up, it must be settled in a legal assembly. {40} As it is, we are in danger of being charged with rioting because of today's events. In that case we would not be able to account for this commotion, since there is no reason for it." {41} After he had said this, he dismissed the assembly.

The interesting part of this account is reflecting back on the contrast between the newly spreading gospel of Jesus Christ and the widespread pagan culture of the bustling coastal city of Ephesus at the time these events took place. Had people then been asked in an opinion poll… 

“Which of these two religions will outlive the other: the one meeting in this awe-inspiring temple backed by all this bustling economy and activity, or the one being proclaimed by this itinerant preacher who said God came to earth to die at the hands of men for their sins?” 
…how do you suppose they would have responded?

And yet, which one is still here?

The temple lay in ruins in obscurity until it was finally discovered again in an expedition of the British Museum in 1869 led by John Turtle Wood.

The thriving economy of ancient Ephesus was that of a coastal city. Today, this ‘coastal city’ is now 3 miles…5 kilometers...away from the sea shore, the result of deposited silt.
Today, Diana [or Artemis] is occasionally mentioned on fringe websites.

And the gospel of the itinerant preacher? The story goes on…and will, until the very end:

(Matthew 24:4-14 NIV)  Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. {5} For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ, ' and will deceive many. {6} You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. {7} Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. {8} All these are the beginning of birth pains. {9} "Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. {10} At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, {11} and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. {12} Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, {13} but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. {14} And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.
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