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Questions:

· Have you ever known Christians who had a disagreement over a matter? 

Scripture:

(Acts 15:35-41 NIV)  But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, where they and many others taught and preached the word of the Lord. {36} Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back and visit the brothers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing." {37} Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, {38} but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. {39} They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, {40} but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. {41} He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

Paul and Barnabas ‘…had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company…’. It would be a wonderful thing if Christians never disagreed again…especially over matters involving the gospel of Jesus Christ…but they do, as we have seen with Paul and Barnabas. The important thing for us to remember is that we should not be discouraged in our faith when this happens to us. We should also try to encourage others who have ever been caught in the middle of “…such a sharp disagreement that they parted company…” with other believers. If so, as we will see with Paul, Barnabas and John Mark, (2 Timothy 4:11) there can be a happy and productive ending for all—and for the gospel of Jesus Christ as well.

(Acts 16 NIV)  He came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose mother was a Jewess and a believer, but whose father was a Greek. {2} The brothers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. {3} Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 

· Who did Paul meet in Lystra and select to go with him?
Why is it significant that a disciple had been ‘raised up’ in Lystra? Because Lystra was the city where Paul was almost killed by angry mob. Certainly, many of us would have left Lystra thinking, “What was God’s purpose for my going to that city? I almost died!” But not Paul: he returned to find a loyal partner in the Gospel, one he would later refer to as “Timothy my true son in the faith”. We should never lose sight of the fact that God can use even the most tragic and difficult times in our lives ultimately for our—and His—good.
· What do we learn about the differences between Timothy’s mother and father?

· What do we learn about Timothy in verse 2?

· What did Paul do to Timothy in verse 3? Why? (Can you imagine what Timothy may have asked as Paul recruited him to accompany them on this endeavor; “I have to have what done???” 

· In light of what the apostles and elders decided in Acts 15:5-29 (that Gentile believers do not have to be circumcised to be saved), why do you think Paul felt it was necessary for Timothy to be circumcised? (Paul got in enough trouble with the Jews as it was without giving them any more ammunition about being assisted by an ‘unclean’, uncircumcised Gentile. Perhaps this is why he wrote to the believers in Corinth: To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. [1 Corinthians 9:20,22 NIV])

{4} As they traveled from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey. {5} So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers. 

· What continued to happen to the churches? (Growth.)

· How important do you think the two points are in verse 5…that the churches were strengthened in the faith and that they grew daily in numbers? 

· Do you think these same two points are as important for churches today?

{6} Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. {7} When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. {8} So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. {9} During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." {10} After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. {11} From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day on to Neapolis. {12} From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. 

· According to verse 6, why didn’t Paul and his companions preach the word in Asia?

· According to verse 7, why didn’t they preach the word in Bithynia?

· According to verses 9 and 10, why did they go to Macedonia?

· Why do you think the Holy Spirit and the Spirit of Jesus told them not to go somewhere while God called them to another place? It could simply show the members of the Trinity work in concert with each other, that neither Jesus nor the Holy Spirit would prompt them to go somewhere other than where God wanted them to be in the first place. 

· God directed them through closing doors; oftentimes, we think only to look for ‘open’ doors when seeking God’s direction.
· The calling from God for Paul and his companions to take the gospel to Europe would affect millions of people, including most of us in America today, given the strong numbers who come from European ancestry. 
· Notice in verse 12 how Luke describes Philippi: “…a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia”. Paul and Co. decided that if God wanted them to go to Macedonia, then they should make the most of their efforts and go to the ‘leading city in the district’.  
What do we know about Philippi? Why was it the leading city? It was a Roman colony, named for Philip II of Macedon, the father of Alexander the Great. 

Remember Brutus, made famous in William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar by Caesar’s dying words “Et Tu Brute!”? Because of its position, Philippi dominated the road system in northern Greece and therefore, was the reason it became the center for the battle of 42 B.C. in which Mark Antony and Octavian defeated Caesar’s assassin Marcus Brutus and Gaius Cassius. 

Because there was a school of medicine in Philippi and Luke was a physician, some historians have suggested Luke may have been a Philippian. 

When God told Paul to take the gospel to Macedonia, Paul went straightway to the hub of all significant activity in the region…Philippi. The church which Paul and Co. started at Philippi would be the first church in Europe.

{13} On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 
· Where did they go in verse 13 and what were they looking for?

· Who had gathered to pray? 

· Why do you think that only women had gathered to pray? 

· Do you think there is a similar phenomenon that takes place today, that often just the women gather for the spiritual activities rather than the men? If so, why?

{14} One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. {15} When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us. 

· What does verse 14 tell us about Lydia’s occupation? Who wore purple goods? (Nobility…Lydia was not just a businesswoman; she was dealing with the upper echelon of society. She had to have been a ‘mover and shaker’ in the thriving economic environment of Philippi.) 

· What is the significance of the Scripture pointing out that Lydia was a worshipper of God, yet was baptized after she heard Paul’s message (presumably about Jesus)?

· Have you ever met people who considered themselves religious because they prayed, attended church, etc., yet they never had been presented with a clear explanation of the gospel of Jesus Christ? 

· On the basis of this account of Lydia, how do you think these people will respond to a clear presentation of the gospel of Jesus Christ?

Questions:

· Is it possible that some people think Christianity is a threat to their lifestyle?

· Do people see the Bible as a threat to their lifestyle?

· How might the Bible threaten someone’s lifestyle?

A Threat to Lifestyles…

{16} Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. {17} This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved." {18} She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!" At that moment the spirit left her. 

· What did the girl in verse 16 do for a living? 

· Who profited from her predicting the future?

· What was she doing in verse 17?  How was it affecting Paul?

· What did Paul do in verse 18?

{19} When the owners of the slave girl realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. {20} They brought them before the magistrates and said, "These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar {21} by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice." 

· In verses 20-21, what accusations did the owners of the slave make against Paul and Silas? (They said they were throwing their city into an uproar by advocating customs unlawful for Romans to accept or practice.) 
· Were these accusations true? (No. They were not even relevant to what had taken place.) 

· In reality, based on verse 19, what gripe did the owners have against Paul and Silas? (When Paul and Silas exorcised the spirit from their slave girl they changed her owners’ income…and thus, their lifestyle.)

· Is it possible that one day (soon?) certain customs in the Bible by which Christians are to live will be declared (by those whose lifestyles are threatened) unlawful for U.S. citizens to accept or practice?

{22} The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten. {23} After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 

· What happened to Paul and Silas?

· Is it possible the same thing could happen to Christians in the U.S. one day?

· If you were threatened with being stripped, beaten and jailed for your faith in God, what would you do?

{24} Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. {25} About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. {26} Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose.

· What were Paul and Silas doing?

· What happened?

{27} The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. {28} But Paul shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!"

· What was the jailer about to do to himself?

· What causes people to think suicide is their only option?

· What did Paul say?

{29} The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. {30} He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 

· How did the jailer respond and what did he ask them?

{31} They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved--you and your household." {32} Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. {33} At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized. {34} The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God--he and his whole family.

· What did they tell the jailer? What did they tell him about his family? 

· Do you think there is still a need for men to make sure their family knows that in order to be saved they need to believe in Jesus Christ?

· Look at the difference in the jailer’s outlook…from the brink of self-destruction to being “filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family”.

(And now…back to the jail so the jailer won’t be killed…)

{35} When it was daylight, the magistrates sent their officers to the jailer with the order: "Release those men." {36} The jailer told Paul, "The magistrates have ordered that you and Silas be released. Now you can leave. Go in peace." {37} But Paul said to the officers: "They beat us publicly without a trial, even though we are Roman citizens, and threw us into prison. And now do they want to get rid of us quietly? No! Let them come themselves and escort us out."

· What did the magistrates order? How did Paul respond? 

· Why do you think Paul didn’t simply walk away without a fight?

· Are Christians sometimes hesitant to use the full extent of the law the way Paul did to protect his rights? Why?

{38} The officers reported this to the magistrates, and when they heard that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they were alarmed. {39} They came to appease them and escorted them from the prison, requesting them to leave the city. 

· What did the authorities do when they realized they had screwed up?

{40} After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia's house, where they met with the brothers and encouraged them. Then they left.

· What did they do before they left town?

· Have you ever heard someone say that the Bible portrayed women in a subservient manner? Try telling that to Lydia…she was definitely the primary leader—the ‘orchestrater’—of the church in Philippi. 

Bottom Line:

Through Paul and Co., God directed the gospel into Europe which would affect countless numbers of people, including many today because of their European ancestry. Since it was the leading city in the district, Philippi was a strategic location for launching the gospel of Jesus Christ. But, if location was all that would be necessary for the spread of Christianity, the account in Acts would describe how the apostles built churches on every corner of every major city. Instead, the account tells us about people; a sharp businesswoman named Lydia, a slave girl delivered from an evil spirit, and an unnamed jailer and his family. The cost of taking the gospel into new territory? Paul and Silas were falsely accused, stripped, beaten and thrown in jail. Thanks to these early pioneers of the faith, we have the privilege of knowing Christ today.
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