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Questions:

· What does “throw a monkey wrench into it” mean?

· Have you ever been in the final stages of closing a deal when someone entered the picture threatening to sabotage everything you had accomplished? 

Scripture:

Recap: In today’s slang vernacular, Paul and Barnabas have been “cleaning house” spiritually for the Lord, speaking so effectively to crowds that scores of people have come to salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. At the end of chapter 14, they have returned to Antioch where their first missionary journey began, reporting to the church there how God had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. Everything should be perfect at this point, right? Well, not really…
(Acts 15 NIV)  Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brothers: "Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved." 
· What were these guys teaching?
· Is this what Jesus commanded His disciples to spread throughout the world?

· Why were these men doing this? 
· Did they not realize the confusion they would be creating? 
· What did this imply about all the Gentiles who had come to faith in Jesus Christ on Paul and Barnabas’ missionary journey?

· Do people today “add to” the requirements for salvation?

· As we will see in the ensuing verses, this was more of a current issue between the Jews and Gentiles of that day, rather than a doctrinal position that should be established and upheld ad infinitum.

· In light of all the time and energy this was about consume in Paul’s life, there is no small wonder why he later summed up how a person is saved: (Romans 10:8-10 NIV)  But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: {9} That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. {10} For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

{2} This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. 
· Lest there be any doubt, what does this tell us Paul and Barnabas’ response was?

· What is implied by ‘sharp dispute and debate’?

So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question. 
· Now, what do they have to do?

· How is this throwing a monkey wrench into the spreading of the gospel?

· Why didn’t they simply ‘agree to disagree’ with these guys from Judea? (There was too much at stake; this is an issue about salvation. At this early stage of the gospel, there was no margin for error.)

· Do Christians today ‘agree to disagree’ on the issue of salvation?
{3} The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the brothers very glad. 
· Even though they were forced to take time off from spreading the gospel in order to address this issue, they still took advantage of every opportunity to tell others what God had been doing with the Gentiles. What response did the brothers have when they heard what God was doing?

{4} When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported everything God had done through them. 
· Warm greeting…albeit brief...followed by a report.

{5} Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, "The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to obey the law of Moses." 
· One thing about these guys; they didn’t waste any time dancing around the issue. Right away, what position did they take on the Gentiles?

· The good news? These guys were of the party of the Pharisees—the ones who gave Jesus such a hard time—and yet, we see they have become believers!

{6} The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 
· Who met? This portion of the conference took longer, as we will see.

After the discussion, the agenda, whether agreed upon or spontaneous, was for the leaders of the early church…comprised of apostles and elders…to speak and address the question at hand. First up—Peter.
{7} After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: "Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 
· Peter’s first point: Who made the choice that the Gentiles would hear the gospel from Peter and believe?

{8} God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. {9} He made no distinction between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith.

· Peter’s second point: How did God show He accepted the Gentiles?

{10} Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of the disciples a yoke that neither we nor our fathers have been able to bear? 
· Peter’s third point: In the form of a question, what point did he make to these guys?

{11} No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are." 
· What was Peter’s summary about salvation, whether Jew or Gentile?

Next up—Barnabas and Paul.
{12} The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the miraculous signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them. 
· Though not directly addressing how a Gentile is saved, what did Barnabas and Paul tell the assembly?

· How did their talk indirectly address the salvation of the Gentiles? (How could God have done these miraculous signs and wonders among them without first saving them?) 
Next up—James, the brother of Jesus, author of the Book of James.
{13} When they finished, James spoke up: "Brothers, listen to me. {14} Simon has described to us how God at first showed his concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for himself. 
· James’ first point: He shows agreement with Peter. Solidarity is building from the top down…usually a sign in the church that people are listening to God

· Second point: God is choosing [from the Gentiles (ethne) or nations] a people (laos) for Himself…not unlike how the Jews viewed themselves as a people…not a nation…chosen by God.

{15} The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written: {16} "'After this I will return and rebuild David's fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore it, {17} that the remnant of men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who bear my name, says the Lord, who does these things' {18} that have been known for ages. 
· James’ third point: Everything that has happened so far between God and the Gentiles is in agreement with the prophets. When James said, “as it is written”, his listeners inherently understood the weight of Scripture on the issue at hand.
· Notice the O.T. prophet [Amos 9:11-12] refers to them as “Gentiles who bear My [God’s] name”. He is saying they are not Gentiles who need to become Jews to bear His name.

{19} "It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 
· James’ summary: Lighten Up! These Gentiles are coming to God. We should not get in their way.

{20} Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. {21} For Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath." 
· Why did James then render three decisions about kosher food and one about sexual immorality? (These were all concessions by Gentiles to their Jewish brothers on issues that would only serve to alienate the two groups if not observed. Plus…none of these issues were on par with the importance of salvation! Slight concessions.)
{22} Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, two men who were leaders among the brothers. {23} With them they sent the following letter: The apostles and elders, your brothers, To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: Greetings. {24} We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said. {25} So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul-- {26} men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. {27} Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we are writing. {28} It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the following requirements: {29} You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. Farewell. {30} The men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered the church together and delivered the letter. {31} The people read it and were glad for its encouraging message. {32} Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and strengthen the brothers. {33} After spending some time there, they were sent off by the brothers with the blessing of peace to return to those who had sent them. 
· Issue resolved.

{34}  {35} But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, where they and many others taught and preached the word of the Lord. {36} Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back and visit the brothers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing." {37} Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, {38} but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. {39} They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, {40} but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. {41} He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

· On the Road Again…
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