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Questions:

· Can you think of world leaders in history who used people under their power for political gain? 

· What happened to them?

Scripture:

(Acts 11:27-30 NIV)  During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. {28} One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 
· What did Agabus predict?

· What happens to the populace when tough times spread over the land?

· Who do people look to for help in these tough times?

{29} The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea. {30} This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.

· Who stepped up to the plate to make provisions for those in the tough times?

(Acts 12 NIV)  It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. 
· This is Herod Agrippa I. His grandfather was Herod the Great who ruled in the day of Jesus’ birth. His uncle was Herod Antipas who had a role in the trial of Jesus. It is interesting that their claim to fame [notoriety] in history would be because of their involvement in the life of Jesus Christ and His followers…quite different from what they probably imagined.
{2} He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. 
Eusebius, Bishop of Caesarea, [ca. 260-ca. 340] relates an interesting aspect of James’ death in Church History, Book II Chapter 9, quoting Clement, the well-known second century theologian of the Church of Alexandria: 
2. And concerning this James, Clement, in the seventh book of his Hypotyposes, relates a story which is worthy of mention; telling it as he received it from those who had lived before him. He says that the one who led James to the judgment-seat, when he saw him bearing his testimony, was moved, and confessed that he was himself also a Christian.

3. They were both therefore, he says, led away together; and on the way he begged James to forgive him. And he, after considering a little, said, Peace be with you, and kissed him. And thus they were both beheaded at the same time.

{3} When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
· After Herod had James beheaded, what was his motivation for then seizing Peter?

· Have you ever known any political leaders who did something purely to gain the favor of their constituents?

{4} After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 
· Why do you think Herod had him guarded by four squads of four soldiers each?

(Acts 5:17-19 NIV)  Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. {18} They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. {19} But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out.

· Why do you think Herod planned to wait until after the Passover to bring him out for trial? (Didn’t want to appear like a murderer right in the middle of a religious festival!)

{5} So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 
· Meanwhile, what the church doing?

{6} The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 
· Normally, a prisoner was handcuffed to one soldier. Herod was concerned Peter was a ‘flight risk’, so he got two soldiers with two chains.
· How was Peter ‘dealing with’ the situation? (Sleeping...as we will see in the next verse, sleeping soundly.)

{7} Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. "Quick, get up!" he said, and the chains fell off Peter's wrists. 
· An angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell, yet Peter did not wake up. What did the angel have to do to get Peter’s attention?
{8} Then the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes and sandals." And Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me," the angel told him. {9} Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 
· Peter, wakened from [apparently] deep sleep, is walking out of prison…or so he thinks; actually, he thinks he might be dreaming all this. Or was it déjà vu? Peter has already had this happen once before…
(Acts 5:17-23 NIV)  Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. {18} They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. {19} But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. {20} "Go, stand in the temple courts," he said, "and tell the people the full message of this new life." {21} At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the people. When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin--the full assembly of the elders of Israel--and sent to the jail for the apostles. {22} But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, {23} "We found the jail securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside."

{10} They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 
· What happened when they came to the city’s iron gate? (First automatic gate in history?)

{11} Then Peter came to himself and said, "Now I know without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod's clutches and from everything the Jewish people were anticipating." 
· The length of one street later, what did Peter realize as he ‘came to himself’?
F.F. Bruce, the acclaimed British Bible scholar and professor wrote of a similar miraculous escape from a prison. Sundar Singh was born into a wealthy Sikh family in Northern India. Singh’s youth was filled with violence, persecuting British missionaries and their converts. Not unlike the Apostle Paul, his persecution of Christians ultimately led to his conversion. Because of his conversion, his father gave him a going away party and disowned him. Hours after the party, Singh became violently ill…his father had tried to kill him by poisoning him.
Undaunted, Singh traveled across India as a Christian missionary. By the order of a chief lama of a Tibetan community, Sundar Singh was thrown into a dry well and left to die, like many others whose bones lay at the bottom of the well. One night as he prayed to God, someone unlocked the cover and told him to take hold of the rope that was being lowered. Since his arm was injured before he was thrown down, he was glad to find a loop at the bottom of the rope in which he could place his foot. He was then drawn up and the cover was replaced and locked. He looked around to thank his rescuer, but no one was there. His injured arm was healed. The next morning Sundar resumed preaching. When the chief lama learned of this, Singh was brought before him and questioned. The lama declared someone must have stolen the key and let him out, but when search was made for the key, it was found still attached to the lama’s own belt. (trinitypastor.wordpress.com)
{12} When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. {13} Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer the door. {14} When she recognized Peter's voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, "Peter is at the door!" 
· How do you think Peter felt when Rhoda came to answer the door, heard and recognized his voice, and ran away without opening the door? He must have been thinking, “God had to send an angel to break me out of the gates of prison, but I can’t get a woman to open the door to my friend’s house!”
{15} "You're out of your mind," they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, "It must be his angel." 
· What were Peter’s friends praying for?

· Does their response to Rhoda’s news match their prayer requests?

{16} But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. {17} Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. "Tell James and the brothers about this," he said, and then he left for another place. 
· Except for one more brief mention of Peter in Acts 15, this is the last time Luke tells anything about him.

{18} In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to what had become of Peter. 
· How do you think “…no small commotion…” would be translated today?

{19} After Herod had a thorough search made for him and did not find him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered that they be executed. Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there a while. 
· It was not good for Roman guards to lose a prisoner…not if you served under Herod. But, Herod’s day is coming…

{20} He had been quarreling with the people of Tyre and Sidon; they now joined together and sought an audience with him. Having secured the support of Blastus, a trusted personal servant of the king, they asked for peace, because they depended on the king's country for their food supply. {21} On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered a public address to the people. {22} They shouted, "This is the voice of a god, not of a man." {23} Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 
· Herod wanted the people to look to him for their help in times of trouble. He accepted their praise…his reign had been earmarked by that need for their praise.
· Should there be any advice in this for world leaders today?

Josephus, the Jewish historian recorded this same event of Herod Agrippa’s death in Antiquities of the Jews – Book XIX.8.2
2. Now when Agrippa had reigned three years over all Judea, he came to the city Cesarea, which was formerly called Strato's Tower; and there he exhibited shows in honor of Caesar, upon his being informed that there was a certain festival celebrated to make vows for his safety. At which festival a great multitude was gotten together of the principal persons, and such as were of dignity through his province. On the second day of which shows he put on a garment made wholly of silver, and of a contexture truly wonderful, and came into the theater early in the morning; at which time the silver of his garment being illuminated by the fresh reflection of the sun's rays upon it, shone out after a surprising manner, and was so resplendent as to spread a horror over those that looked intently upon him; and presently his flatterers cried out, one from one place, and another from another, (though not for his good,) that he was a god; and they added, "Be thou merciful to us; for although we have hitherto reverenced thee only as a man, yet shall we henceforth own thee as superior to mortal nature." Upon this the king did neither rebuke them, nor reject their impious flattery…A severe pain also arose in his belly, and began in a most violent manner…And when he had been quite worn out by the pain in his belly for five days, he departed this life, being in the fifty-fourth year of his age, and in the seventh year of his reign; for he reigned four years under Caius Caesar, three of them were over Philip's tetrarchy only, and on the fourth he had that of Herod added to it; and he reigned, besides those, three years under the reign of Claudius Caesar; in which time he reigned over the forementioned countries, and also had Judea added to them, as well as Samaria and Cesarea. The revenues that he received out of them were very great, no less than twelve millions of drachme. (23) Yet did he borrow great sums from others; for he was so very liberal that his expenses exceeded his incomes, and his generosity was boundless.

{24} But the word of God continued to increase and spread. {25} When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission, they returned from Jerusalem, taking with them John, also called Mark.
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