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Acts 28 - Questions:

· How are people today affected by the economy?
· How does a person’s relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ [or lack thereof] impact on their response to the troubles they encounter and their worries about money?

Scripture:
(Acts 28 NIV)  Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta. 

· They discover the name of the island…Malta. If you go to Malta today, guess where you should look to find the location of the shipwreck? (Where else? St. Paul’s Bay)

{2} The islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because it was raining and cold. {3} Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. {4} When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each other, "This man must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live." {5} But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. {6} The people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead, but after waiting a long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and said he was a god. 

· Public opinion of Paul: from murderer to god. How much do we listen to public opinion of us? Do we allow it to get us down…or swell our pride? 

{7} There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the island. He welcomed us to his home and for three days entertained us hospitably. {8} His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him. {9} When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. 

· Paul miraculously healed Publius’ father. Bible commentators say the word in verse 9 refers more to receiving medical attention than miraculous healing. Apparently Dr. Luke was put to work.

{10} They honored us in many ways and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the supplies we needed. {11} After three months we put out to sea in a ship that had wintered in the island. It was an Alexandrian ship with the figurehead of the twin gods Castor and Pollux. {12} We put in at Syracuse and stayed there three days. 

· Paul and crew land in Italy, at Syracuse on the island of Sicily.

{13} From there we set sail and arrived at Rhegium. The next day the south wind came up, and on the following day we reached Puteoli. 

· Paul reaches Puteoli (now called Pozzuoli) 170 miles from Rome. 

{14} There we found some brothers who invited us to spend a week with them. And so we came to Rome. {15} The brothers there had heard that we were coming, and they traveled as far as the Forum of Appius and the Three Taverns to meet us. At the sight of these men Paul thanked God and was encouraged. 

· Word of Paul coming to Rome preceded him. The brothers in Rome heard he [they]  was coming and traveled from Rome to meet him [them] at the Forum of Appias, 64 km [40 miles] from Rome and at the Three Taverns, 18 km [13 miles] from Rome. 

{16} When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with a soldier to guard him. 

· Not only was Paul chained to a soldier…a soldier was chained to Paul! Thus, we read in his letter to the church at Philippi which he wrote while under ‘soldier watch’:

(Philippians 1:12-13 NIV)  Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. {13} As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ.

· Paul has a captive audience! He witnesses to the entire praetorian guard!

{17} Three days later he called together the leaders of the Jews. When they had assembled, Paul said to them: "My brothers, although I have done nothing against our people or against the customs of our ancestors, I was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. {18} They examined me and wanted to release me, because I was not guilty of any crime deserving death. {19} But when the Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar--not that I had any charge to bring against my own people. {20} For this reason I have asked to see you and talk with you. It is because of the hope of Israel that I am bound with this chain." {21} They replied, "We have not received any letters from Judea concerning you, and none of the brothers who have come from there has reported or said anything bad about you. {22} But we want to hear what your views are, for we know that people everywhere are talking against this sect." {23} They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day, and came in even larger numbers to the place where he was staying. From morning till evening he explained and declared to them the kingdom of God and tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. {24} Some were convinced by what he said, but others would not believe. 

· Not much has changed. Some were convinced by what Paul said. Others would not believe.

{25} They disagreed among themselves and began to leave after Paul had made this final statement: "The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your forefathers when he said through Isaiah the prophet: {26} "'Go to this people and say, "You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving." {27} For this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.' {28} "Therefore I want you to know that God's salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!" 

· Many people today still ask, “Why do so many Jews today not believe Jesus is the Messiah?” Paul answered these Jews in Rome, as well as those today, by quoting the Old Testament prophet Isaiah. What did Isaiah say about them?

{29}  

(Acts 28:29 NASB)  <And when he had spoken these words, the Jews departed, having a great dispute among themselves.>

Paul was not the only person to quote this passage in Isaiah about those who hear this gospel of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ; Jesus Himself used this passage in the middle of an explanation why many, both Jews and Gentiles alike, do not believe, then ends by telling what kept the people from seeing or hearing:
(Matthew 13:3-9 NIV)  Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. {4} As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. {5} Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. {6} But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. {7} Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. {8} Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop--a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. {9} He who has ears, let him hear."
· In His explanation, Jesus uses a parable…as He often did…about seed and soils to describe the different kinds of people who hear the gospel and what happens. He said there are 4 different kinds of places on which the seed falls: the path, rocky places, among thorns and good soil.

· Before He explained the meaning of the parable, He quotes the same passage from Isaiah quoted by Paul in Acts 28. 
(Matthew 13:10-17 NIV)  The disciples came to him and asked, "Why do you speak to the people in parables?" {11} He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. {12} Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. {13} This is why I speak to them in parables: "Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. {14} In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: "'You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. {15} For this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.' {16} But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. {17} For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.
His meaning? The same as Paul’s when he spoke to the Jews in Acts 28; many will hear…only some of them will believe…both Jews and Gentiles alike. As Jesus continues the parable, he explains why some do and others don’t…

(Matthew 13:18-19 NIV)  "Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: {19} When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path.
· What is sown? (The message about the kingdom.)
· What happens to this person?
(Matthew 13:20-21 NIV)  The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. {21} But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.
· This person “hears the word and at once receives it with joy”. What happens to him…why does “he quickly fall away”? 

(Matthew 13:22 NIV)  The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.
· What things in this man’s life choke the word, making it unfruitful? (Worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth.)
(Matthew 13:23 NIV)  But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."
· Finally, what does this man do with the word planted in him?

In summary, Jesus quotes Isaiah as Paul did: some will hear but never understand, will see but never perceive, because their hearts were hard and calloused. Jesus then continues to explain the three reasons why their spiritual ears, eyes and hearts were such.
1. They did not [nor want to] understand the word

2. They listened and received the word, but when troubles came they withered away

3. They received the word, but allowed the word to be choked out by worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth

Addressing each of the 3,what must each do?
The first? The person must listen, and open his/her heart to the gospel:

(Revelation 3:20 NIV)  Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.
· Very simple. When Jesus knocks, open the door. He will come in.
(Romans 10:8-10 NIV)  But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: {9} That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. {10} For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

· When a person believes in his heart and confesses with his mouth “Jesus is Lord”, he will be saved.
(John 3:15-18 NIV)  that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. {16} "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. {17} For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. {18} Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.
· Whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Why do some not want to listen, and believe?

(John 3:19-20 NIV)  This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. {20} Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.
The second? {Repeat No.1] The person must deal with troubles in his/her life:

(2 Corinthians 1:3-7 NIV)  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, {4} who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. {5} For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. {6} If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. {7} And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.

· The person should look to the God of all comfort who comforts us in all our troubles.
(John 16:33 NIV)  "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."

· The person should understand we all have trouble in this world, but that Jesus has overcome the world [and all our troubles if we let Him].
(1 Peter 5:7 NIV)  Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

· The person should give all his troubles to God

The third? [Repeat No.1] The person must deal with worries and money.

(Matthew 6:25-34 NIV)  "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? {26} Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? {27} Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life ? {28} "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. {29} Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. {30} If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? {31} So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' {32} For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. {33} But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. {34} Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
· What did Jesus say causes people to worry?

· Why did Jesus tell us not to worry about these things?

(Philippians 4:6-8 NIV)  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

· Which things should we not be anxious about? (Anything.)

· What should we do instead?

{7} And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

· What will happen when we do this?

{8} Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things.

· Finally, we should turn off the [always bad] news on TV and replace it with what?

(Philippians 4:11-13 NIV)  I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. {12} I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. {13} I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 
· We should learn to be content [implies it doesn’t come naturally].

(Matthew 6:24 NIV)  "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.
· What can we not do? [More on this in the next lesson.]

{30} For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. {31} Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.

· And thus ends the Acts of the Apostles as well as the biography of Paul.
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