2 Peter 1
Lesson 2

Verse 1. To those who through the righteousness of

our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received 

a faith as precious as ours:
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QUESTIONS:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Every day we put our trust and confidence in many things and people, often without conscious thought. What are some of the objects of our trust and confidence? (We trust our alarm clock to awaken us, light switches to provide illumination, faucets to provide water, the postal service to deliver our mail, other drivers to obey traffic lights, grocery stores to supply food, government to provide services, etc.)

  SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does it mean to trust someone?


What enables us to place our confidence or trust in someone?


What could cause us to lose confidence in someone?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
On the subject of faith in general, which is more important; How much faith a person has or the object of their faith? 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
On a scale of 1-10 (10 being the highest), how do you think the average person would rate their understanding and practice of faith and trust in things such as alarm clocks, traffic lights or other people?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
On the same scale, how would the average person rate their understanding and practice of faith in God?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What commentary is made of the person who understands what is meant by trusting the post office to deliver his/her mail, yet has difficulty understanding faith in God?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
On a scale of 1-10, how do you think God would rate the importance of our understanding and practice of faith in Him?

SCRIPTURE:
(2 Peter 1:1 NIV)  Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
According to verse 1, Peter is writing this letter to whom?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What did Peter say his intended readers possessed? (A faith)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How did Peter say this faith was acquired? (They received their faith.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Through what and by whom had they been given this faith? (Through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.)


Peter continues his letter to these readers in much the same way we would give someone a tour of our home, passing through the front door into the different rooms of the Christian life, each one having unique contributions to the whole structure. This series of lessons will investigate the different rooms in the life of a person committed to following God through Jesus Christ. But first things first. Peter's "key to the front door" for our tour is faith. Before we can view the rest of the house, we must unlock the front door.
"Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, 

I will come in and eat with him, and he with me."

                                                                   (...Jesus Christ, Revelation, chapter 3, verse 20)

"If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him,

 and we will come to him and make our home with him."

                                                   (...Jesus Christ, The Gospel of John, chapter 14, verse 23)

WHAT IS FAITH?
(Hebrews 11:1 NIV)  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does this verse define faith? (Being sure of what we hope for, certain of what we cannot see?)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Is this a difficult concept for us to understand...to be certain of things we cannot see?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Can the average person see atoms and their component parts? (No.) 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
In spite of not being able to see them, do we question their existence? (No.) 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why? (Because we have sufficient data on which to base our "faith" in them.)

HOW IMPORTANT IS FAITH?
(Hebrews 11:6 NIV)  And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What role does faith play in our relationship to God? (Impossible to please God without it.) 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Would you say that is a significant part of a person's relationship to God? 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why do you think our faith is so important to God?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is necessary for us to come to Him? (We must believe He exists, faith in Him.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does this verse say God responds to people who earnestly seek Him? (He rewards them.) 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What reward do you think God gives to those who seek Him?

(Deuteronomy 4:29 NIV)  But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and with all your soul.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does this verse say the person who seeks God is rewarded? (They will find him.)

SOME SAY THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENT WAYS TO GOD...THAT ALL THE GODS OF ALL THE PEOPLE ARE REALLY THE SAME GOD, THAT ANY SEARCH FOR ANY GOD WILL SUFFICE. WHAT DOES GOD SAY?

(Psalms 81:9 NIV)  You shall have no foreign god among you; you shall not bow down to an alien god.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How many gods is the God of the Bible willing to accept as replacements in our life for Him? (You shall have no foreign god among you; you shall not bow down to an alien god.
Apparently the issue of worshipping any god as a requisite for eternal life is not a new phenomenon...the God of the Bible, Yahweh, makes it clear He is not very "open-minded" on this issue!)

(John 6:28-29 NIV)  Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" {29} Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What did the crowd ask Jesus in v.28? (What must we do to do the works [plural] God requires?)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How did Jesus respond to their question? (The work [singular] of God is this: to believe...have faith in the 
one [singular] He has sent.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do you think is significant about works...plural...the people asked about in verse 28 versus The work...singular...in Jesus' response in v.29? (It shows God is not impressed with the many good things someone might do in life, but is looking for one thing from us: do we believe in Jesus? It also makes it clear belief in any god or prophet...just as long as you believe...is not enough.) 
(John 14:6 NIV)  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Some religions today are built on the premise that God sent many different prophets for us to believe in...Jesus was one in a long line of many. What comment does Jesus make about that theory in this verse?

So far…

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Faith is the key to the door through which we all must pass to get to God. Anyone who believes that He exists and truly seeks Him...will find Him. 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Without faith it is impossible to please God.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The search for any god leads to a different destination than a search for Yahweh, God of the Bible. Jesus said, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." One God, one way, through faith in one Son.

QUESTION: Give an example of something people put their faith and trust in that could "let them down".
THE BIBLE IS CLEAR THAT FAITH IS THE KEY TO COMING TO GOD. HOW DO WE ACQUIRE THIS FAITH?

(Romans 10:17 NIV)  Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does this verse say is the source of faith? (Hearing the message through the word of Christ.)

(John 20:31 NIV)  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why did John say he recorded the words and miracles of Jesus? (...that you may believe...have faith...that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.)

FAITH COMES FROM HEARING THE WORD OF CHRIST…SCRIPTURE 


(John 3:15-16 NIV)  that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. {16} "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
(John 11:25-26 NIV)  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; {26} and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Believe in whom? (God's only begotten Son...Jesus Christ.)

(John 5:23-24 NIV)  that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. {24} "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Believe in whom? (The one who sent Him...the Father.)
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do these Scriptures say about the person who believes in Jesus Christ the Son and God the Father? (They have eternal life.)
(Romans 10:10 NIV)  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Belief needs to be mixed with something before we can be saved...have eternal life. What does this verse say is needed? (We not only need to believe in Jesus Christ, but make a verbal confession to others of our belief.)

...AND IS TO BE PLACED IN JESUS CHRIST THE SON AND GOD THE FATHER. IS THE ONLY PURPOSE OF FAITH TO HAVE ETERNAL LIFE?

(Colossians 2:6-7 NIV)  So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, {7} rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does verse 6 say? (We are to continually live in Him the same way we received Him...by faith.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does verse 7 tell us this happens? (By being rooted and built up in Him...[by reading the Bible daily which Romans 10:17 said will cause us to be] strengthened in the faith as you were taught...)

(Romans 14:23 NIV)  But the man who has doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
We read in Hebrews 11:6 that it is impossible to please God without faith. What does the end of this verse tell us? (...everything that does not come from faith is sin.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What aspect(s) of your life do you find difficult to entrust to God? Business? ...marriage? ...finances? 
...children?


Someone might wonder how we can learn to trust God with these areas of our life? An example is business: many people think the Bible has little or nothing to say to them about business or the way they should conduct their business, but they err! One Bible concordance has a "less than exhaustive list" of 267 passages dealing with various aspects of business. The person who is serious about their Christian life and their business life should make themselves aware of these passages so that when day-to-day situations arise they will;

1. Know God's perspective 

2. (Hopefully) Respond in a manner consistent with Scripture, exemplifying their trust, or

3. Pray for the wisdom to handle those situations not specifically outlined in the Bible.

GOD WANTS US TO TRUST HIM IN EVERY AREA OF OUR LIFE; 

WHAT IS THE MOTIVATION FOR US TO WANT TO TRUST HIM? 

(Isaiah 26:3 NIV)  You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is the result of trusting God? (Perfect peace, mental rest.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do you know anyone who would be willing to trade their anxieties for this?

(Jeremiah 17:7-8 NIV)  "But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. {8} He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit."

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What simile is used to describe the person who trusts in God?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What are some of the periods of heat that cause us to fear or droughts that cause us to worry?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
When those times come, would you like to know "your leaves would always be green and never fail to 
bear fruit"?

(Psalms 1:2-3 NIV)  But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. {3} He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How can we become one of these trees that doesn't wither in periods of drought? (By delighting in the law of the Lord...by reading His Bible daily: "...and on His law he meditates day and night."...FAITH!)

(Philippians 4:6-7 NIV)  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. {7} And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does verse 6 tell us not to do? (Worry...or be anxious about anything.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is recommended instead? (Pray about everything, thanking God constantly for His answers.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What will be the result? (An unbelievable peace from God will guard us emotionally and mentally! Sigmund Freud would be so angry with this!)

(James 2:14-26 NIV)  What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? {15} Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. {16} If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? {17} In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. {18} But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. {19} You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder. {20} You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless ? {21} Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? {22} You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. {23} And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. {24} You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone. {25} In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? {26} As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Is our faith solely for our personal benefit? (No)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Which is more important, our faith or our works?


(Inappropriate question; God never meant for our faith and works to compete against each other; our faith produces our works...our works demonstrate our faith; one is an indication of the other. Neither functions properly from God's perspective without the other. As a fine tuned engine is worthless without fuel, faith without works is dead.)

(Ephesians 2:8-10 NIV)  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- {9} not by works, so that no one can boast. {10} For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

(Romans 4:4-5 NIV)  Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. {5} However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do these verses say about the relationship between faith and works?

BOTTOM LINE:


FAITH...
...is needed to come to God, and to please God;

...in any god or a god as you understand him (her) is an option to anyone, but is a violation of the first three of the Ten Commandments, is unacceptable to Yahweh, God of the Bible, and certainly does not satisfy His requirements for eternal life with Him;

...comes from reading God's Word, the word of Christ, and is to be re-invested in Jesus Christ the Son 
and God the Father;

...in the Father and the Son accompanied with a confession of such provides eternal life;

...is not only the key to salvation but also the key God has given us to a life of perfect peace and fruitfulness as we trust Him with everything;

...is not solely for our private consumption, but is the catalyst we need from God to perform the good works for which we were created by Him to do.


...Do you believe?
CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
2 PETER 1, ...received a faith... page 4

