2 Peter 1

Lesson 1...The Overview

…make every effort to add to your faith…
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QUESTIONS:
· Have you ever agreed to perform a task with the help of a partner? 

· What could be some of the liabilities of sharing the responsibility with another person? (If your partner is a goof-off, you could end up doing more than your share of the work.)

· What could be some of the advantages of having a partner? (Synergistic effect of 1+1=3; your partner may be skilled or have prior experience that will aid in your task, etc.)

· Suppose two partners experience success in their task and/or goal and the time comes for someone to take the credit for a job well done. What could make this an uncomfortable situation? (If one of the partners thinks he/she deserves more credit than the other.)

· On the other hand, if someone needs to accept the responsibility for failing to achieve the goals or accomplish the task, what could be the different responses of the two partners?

· Consider someone who takes up a sport such as golf or tennis and takes no lessons. If that person does well, they can honestly take all the credit; if they perform poorly, all the blame. If they take lessons and do well, they should at least share the credit with their instructor.

· Now, consider our spiritual development in a similar light. When we begin our relationship with God, are we on our own regarding our spiritual growth, or do we need to seek instruction from a teaching pro in the same way a person begins to play tennis or golf? If so, who should be our instructor?

· Did God intend for us to have any partners in our personal spiritual development, or did He want us to be in business by ourselves?

SCRIPTURE: 

(2 Peter 1:1-9 NIV)  Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: {2} Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. {3} His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. {4} Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. {5} For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; {6} and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; {7} and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. {8} For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. {9} But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.
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To whom does v.1 indicate this is written? (All who have received a faith in God...any who have received a faith in God through belief and trust in Jesus Christ.) 
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What does verse 3 say God has given to any of us who have this faith? (Everything we need for life and godliness.)
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According to verse 4, what does God want us to participate in? (His divine nature.) In the same verse, what does He want us to escape? (Corruption in the world caused by evil desires.)


On the basis of verses 3-4, who would you say is responsible for our spiritual welfare, growth and development? (God)
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Who is addressed in verse 5? (We are.) What are we told to do? (Make every effort to add to our faith goodness; and to goodness , knowledge; and to our knowledge, self-control; etc.)


On the basis of this verse, who appears to be responsible for our spiritual development? (We are!)

Is this a scriptural error? ...a possible misprint? ...a misinterpreted divine inspiration by Peter?  None of the above! What do you think God was telling us? (Our spiritual development is a joint venture between us and Him.) If this is the message, other scriptures should confirm it.

(Philippians 2:12-13 NIV)  Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, {13} for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.

· What did Paul tell the Christians at Philippi to do in verse 12? (Work out their own salvation.)

· How many people does Paul indicate are involved with us in this process of working out our own salvation? (Just one...us!)

· How does Paul say they should work out their own salvation? (With fear and trembling.) 

· What do you think this means? (We should not take our personal spiritual growth lightly. Fear and trembling indicates an intense appreciation of its value. For example, if the head of state of a foreign country asked you to carry a priceless vase back to your president as a gift, would you not approach the task with fear and trembling? Our salvation is of much greater value than a 
priceless vase; we should not become so accustomed to it that we jeopardize its condition.)

Therefore, on the basis of verse 12, who is responsible for our spiritual growth?
· Now, read verse 13. What role does this tell us God is playing in this process? (He works in us to will and to act...)

· What do you think God works in you to will means? (God's work in us impacts our will...our wishes, our desires to work out our own salvation.)

· What do you think God works in you...to act means? (In addition to giving us the desire to work out our own salvation, God gives us the ability to do it.)

On the basis of both verses, who is responsible for our spiritual growth? (Both God and us.)

How would you summarize our spiritual development as outlined in these two verses? (God not only gives us the responsibility, He gives us the desire and the ability to do it.)
(Leviticus 20:7-8 NIV)  "'Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your God. {8} Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the LORD, who makes you holy.

· Who is speaking in these verses? (The Lord.)

· What does He tell Moses and the Israelites to do in verse 7? (Sanctify or consecrate yourselves. Sanctify or consecrate has the same meaning as work out your own salvation in Philippians.)

· Reading only verse 7 and applying it to us today, whose responsibility is it to sanctify, consecrate, or set apart? (Ours)

· But! Look at verse 8; Who sanctifies us? (The Lord)

Many times we consider others around us, pastors, priests, elders, deacons, Bible study leaders/teachers, TV evangelists, etc., responsible for our spiritual growth and development. The Bible indicates otherwise, that God has given the responsibility to us to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. The responsibility of our spiritual condition rests squarely on our own shoulders.

The Bible also makes it clear that even though we can't rely on or blame any other person for our spiritual growth, we have the Perfect Partner in this task; God, Himself, gives us the desire and the ability to "consecrate ourselves and be holy".

Have you always seen your spiritual condition as your responsibility, or have you looked to others to do the job for you?


So far we investigated scriptures that made it clear our spiritual development was a joint venture between us and God...if we committed to work it out, He will help us. In this segment, we will look more specifically at how God helps us in our spiritual growth and what we should do.

GOD'S HELP:

(Ezekiel 36:26-27 NIV)  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. {27} And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.
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God promises to do several things in these verses. What are they?


1.
Give us a new heart; remove our hard heart and give us a heart of flesh.


2.
Put a new spirit in us, His Spirit.


3.
His Spirit will move us to follow His decrees and be careful to keep His laws.

(John 14:23-26 NIV)  Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. {24} He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. {25} "All this I have spoken while still with you. {26} But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
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The process of our partnership with God begins with us loving Jesus Christ and obeying His teachings (V.23). When we do this, what does Jesus tell us will happen in the end of v.23? (God the Father and Jesus will come to us and make their home with us!)
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God the Father and God the Son living with us would certainly suffice, but what else are we promised in verse 26? (God the Holy Spirit.)
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What is the Holy Spirit's role in our life? (Teach us all things and remind us of everything Jesus has said.)
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Would you say this is adequate help for us to grow spiritually?

(Romans 8:5-16 NIV)  Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. {6} The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; {7} the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. {8} Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. {9} You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. {10} But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. {11} And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. {12} Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation--but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. {13} For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, {14} because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. {15} For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." {16} The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.
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What are the two mindsets in verse 5? (Sinful nature and spirit)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
If we love and obey Jesus as He said (above in John 14:23), who should be in control according to verse 9? (God's Spirit.)
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Verse 13 shows the outcome of a combined effort of the Spirit and those led by the Spirit. What is to be done and what is the outcome? (The Spirit gives the power to those led by the Spirit to put to death the misdeeds of the body; the outcome is life.)

(1 John 2:24-27 NIV)  See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. {25} And this is what he promised us--even eternal life. {26} I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. {27} As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him.

(1 John 4:13 NIV)  We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
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What are we to do in verse 24?
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What will be the result in verse 27?
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How does 4:13 say we can know these things are true?


GOD CLEARLY PROMISES TO HELP US...MORE THAN WE CAN IMAGINE. WHAT ARE WE SUPPOSED TO DO WITH HIS HELP?
OUR JOB:
(Romans 12:1-2 NIV)  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. {2} Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.
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What are we to cease doing?
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What are some of the ways we consciously conform to the pattern of the world?
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What may be some ways we conform subconsciously?


Whether it be conscious or subconscious, is the result the same?
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What are we to be doing?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How do you think a person transforms their mind? Can you think of a computer phrase that describes this process? (Garbage in---garbage out. We need to replace garbage with good data by reading the Bible every day.)
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What will be the result according to the second sentence in verse 2? 
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Have you ever wished you knew God's will for your life?

(Ephesians 4:22-24 NIV)  You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; {23} to be made new in the attitude of your minds; {24} and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.
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What is something old verse 22 tell us to get rid of? (Old self and desires)
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What is something new verse 23 says we should acquire? (New mental attitude)
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Having done these, whom should our new self emulate?

 (Colossians 3:1-2 NIV)  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. {2} Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.

(Colossians 3:9-10 NIV)  Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices {10} and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.
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What are we advised to do with our hearts and minds in verses 1 & 2?
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What are some examples of things that people have their minds set on that wouldn't be in the category of things above?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does what we have our minds set on have an impact on what we become?
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What do verses 9 & 10 say is dictating new behavior?

(1 Peter 1:13-16 NIV)  Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. {14} As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. {15} But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; {16} for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy."
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Verse 13 outlines three things we should do to get ready for our task. What are they and why do you think each is needed for us to work out our own salvation?


1. Prepare your minds for action.


2. Be self-controlled.


3. Set your hope fully on...Jesus Christ.
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What is the admonition in verse 14?
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What are we to do in 15 & 16?

BOTTOM LINE:
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God has given us the task of working out our own salvation...but not without His help. 
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As we love and obey the teachings of His Son Jesus Christ, He promises to come live with us, along with His Son and His Holy Spirit. 
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He promises to give us a new heart and a new spirit.
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He will give us the desire and ability to become like Him.
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We need to take off the old person and put on the new, created in His image.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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