2 Peter 1
Lesson 9

(...add to your faith goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness) Verse 7. and to godliness, brotherly kindness (and) love.

SYMBOL 227 \f "Symbol" 1994. John Creamer. All rights reserved.
QUESTIONS:
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
In the late 60's and early 70's, hippies and flower children entered the scene of society with two themes; do you remember those themes? (Peace and Love.)   What did they mean by love?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Shortly after their entrance in society, another phrase was coined; free love. What did this mean?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
My wife says, "I love to shop!" What do you think she means by love?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Children love ice cream. What does love mean in this context?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The lyric of a song is "Make love to me tonight. Leave him out of this." What does love mean is this lyric?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do people mean when they say fall in love?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Is it possible that our society's understanding of love could sometimes be a bit ambiguous?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Is it also possible that the meaning of love in Scripture could be different from the meaning we intend when we use the word in everyday life?

SCRIPTURE:

(2 Peter 1:5-7 NIV)  For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; {6} and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; {7} and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Verse 7 tells us to add two more qualities to godliness; what are the two? (Brotherly kindness and love.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Brotherly kindness and love are the last two of the eight qualities which verse 8 says "if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ." Do you notice any distinction between the first six qualities and these last two? Would you like a hint?

(Mark 12:28-34 NIV)  One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?" {29} "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. {30} Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' {31} The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." {32} "Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. {33} To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." {34} When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
As you recall, we looked at this Scripture reference in the previous lesson, primarily focusing on verse 30 as the working definition of godliness, identified by Jesus Christ as "the most important one" of the commandments: "...the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength." Jesus proceeded to identify the second greatest in the next verse: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 

· Do you notice any distinction between the greatest and the second greatest commandments?


You are absolutely correct! God's greatest commandment for us is to be the person He wants us to be, in light of who He is, someone who acknowledges His unique position as the Supreme God...one God, and loves Him with every aspect of our being...heart, soul, mind and strength. His second commandment is what He wants us to do in light of who we are...to love others. The first command is vertical, the second is horizontal. 


We sometimes concentrate on one of the two commandments to the exclusion of the other.

God never intended either to exist without the other! 


A focus on God without application to others would render us "ineffective and unproductive" spiritually. A focus on others without a right relationship with God makes us nothing more than a "humanistic do-gooder." Both are essential and so is their sequence. Godliness precedes service.

(Exodus 20:3-4 NIV)  "You shall have no other gods before me. {4} "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.

(Exodus 20:7-8 NIV)  "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. {8} "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
These are the first four of the Ten Commandments. 

(Exodus 20:12-17 NIV)  "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. {13} "You shall not murder. {14} "You shall not commit adultery. {15} "You shall not steal. {16} "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. {17} "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor."

· These are the last six of the Ten Commandments. Do you notice any distinction between the first four and the last six?


You are absolutely correct again! The first four pertain to our relationship with God...who He wants us to be; the last six to the way we are to relate (in light of the first four) to our fellow man...what He wants us to do. 


God made it clear in all three passages that He wants us to have a healthy relationship with Him before we "strike out" on any Christian mission. A premature focus on what we are to do before becoming who He wants us to be would be as someone once said: "Half a man trying to tell the whole story!"

(James 2:14-17 NIV)  What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? {15} Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. {16} If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? {17} In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
These verses comment on the relationship between who we are spiritually and what we are to do.


What do they say about being spiritual without having good works to back it up?

(Ephesians 2:8-10 NIV)  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- {9} not by works, so that no one can boast. {10} For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does verse 8 say will save us? (Our faith.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does verse 9 say will not save us? (Our works.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Are these verses negating all we have said about the relationship between our faith...who we are...and our works...what we are to do? NO! 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do these verses say, summarized in verse 10? They clarify that even though we will never achieve salvation through doing good works, after we reach salvation through our faith in God, we discover that we were created to do good works.

Bottom line so far:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
As we keep the greatest commandment, we begin to "participate in the divine nature...[and] make every effort to add to our faith, goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, and godliness."

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
This equips us to keep the second commandment...to love our neighbor, as we add the last two qualities, brotherly kindness and love. 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
In keeping them, we are being effective and productive in our knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

SCRIPTURE:

(Matthew 22:35-40 NIV)  One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: {36} "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" {37} Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' {38} This is the first and greatest commandment. {39} And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' {40} All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Back to the greatest commandment; Jesus said in the second command we are to love our neighbor and then proceeded to tell us how we are supposed to do that. How are we to love them? (Love them as we love ourselves.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How do we love ourselves...what are some of the ways we do that?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What are some of the ways we can demonstrate that same love to others?

(John 13:34-35 NIV)  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. {35} By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What are we to do in verse 34 and how are we to do it? (Love each other as Christ loves us.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does verse 35 say this kind of love demonstrates to others? (That we are disciples of Christ.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Conversely, what do you think is demonstrated if this kind of love is absent in us?

(Romans 12:9 NIV)  Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What type of love is needed? (Sincere love.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is the opposite of sincere love? (See Proverbs 26:23-26 for a possible example of "insincere love".)

(Proverbs 26:23-26 NIV)  Like a coating of glaze over earthenware are fervent lips with an evil heart. {24} A malicious man disguises himself with his lips, but in his heart he harbors deceit. {25} Though his speech is charming, do not believe him, for seven abominations fill his heart. {26} His malice may be concealed by deception, but his wickedness will be exposed in the assembly.

(John 15:12-13 NIV)  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. {13} Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Once again, Jesus said we are to love each other as He has loved us. He then reminds us how much love He is talking about. What is the greatest demonstration of love?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Most of us think to ourselves, "Oh, sure. I would give my life for my friend"...but would we? 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Many of us have a difficult time laying down our schedules for a friend! 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
When is the last time you gave an entire day to a friend who needed you? 


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
If someone really needed you as a friend, how accessible are you? 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do you isolate and insulate yourself with secretaries, voice mail, and answering machines from the interruptions of the people who might need you? 

(1 John 3:16 NIV)  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

(John 3:16 NIV)  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
These verse give the definition and demonstration of love; Jesus' willingness to die for us. How does I John 3:16 say we are supposed to translate that kind of love to others?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
On the basis of the level of commitment God says we should have for each other, would you say He expects us to take this loving others issue seriously?

(1 John 4:7-8 NIV)  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. {8} Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.

(1 John 4:20-21 NIV)  If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. {21} And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do verses 7-8 say love for one another demonstrates?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does verse 8 say the absence of this love demonstrates?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do 20-21 say about sincere love?

(1 John 4:18 NIV)  There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is the best indicator in our life of truly understanding God's love for us? (Fear disappears.)

(Colossians 3:12-14 NIV)  Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. {13} Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. {14} And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Have you ever built a wall using bricks/rocks and mortar or watched someone else build one? What was put between the stones? Why? 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Verses 12 and 13 give us a list of stones with which we are to construct our spiritual dwelling and then verse 14 tells us what mortar we should use. What are the stones and what is the mortar?  

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How is love like a cohesive agent for all these qualities?

(1 Corinthians 13:1-8 NIV)  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. {2} If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. {3} If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. {4} Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. {5} It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. {6} Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. {7} It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. {8} Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Verses 1-3 list seven impressive gifts and abilities. What is said about the person who possesses all seven, but doesn't have love? (They are a noisy nobody worth nothing!)

...Verses 4-8.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Can you think of an example of love being patient? 

· Can you think of how impatience is the result of the lack of love?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why is kind a good indicator of love? 

· Would you say the opposite of love...hate...is antithetical to kind?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How is envy counterproductive to love? (Envy promotes self; love promotes others.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why do boast and love not mix well? (Boast says what I have done; love encourages others to see what they can do.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Who is the focus of pride? (Self.) Love? (Others.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How do you feel when someone is rude to you? ...demonstrates love to you?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is the meaning of self-seeking? How does it contrast with love?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Have you ever known someone who is easily angered? Would others describe him/her as a loving person?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do you have friends or acquaintances who keep records of wrongs?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is an example in our society of delighting in evil?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does rejoice in the truth mean?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Can you think of an example of love that always protects...trusts...hopes...perseveres? (A loving parent.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What would it mean to you to have a friend whose love would never fail? 

BOTTOM LINE:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
On the basis of Scriptural standards, how would you rate yourself as a person of love?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Using the same Scriptural standards, how do you think the people you know would rate you as a person of love, based on your demonstrations of love to them? 

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.

...and to godliness, brotherly kindness and love.  page 6

