2 Peter 1

Lesson 8

(...add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge;)

Verse 6. and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,

perseverance; and to perseverance,

godliness...
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QUESTIONS.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Successful and highly profitable products are often followed by similar counterfeits to attract a share of the market...and profits. Can you think of some examples?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
A diamond is genuine; what is the counterfeit? (Costume jewelry; cubic zirconium, cut glass, etc.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Leather is the real thing; What is the counterfeit? (Vinyl.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
A marble floor was the original; what is the impostor? 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Sugar was the primary sweetener; it now shares the market with what products?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why do we substitute counterfeit products in place of the originals? (Price, availability, superiority, etc.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
From time to time, people pretend to be something they are not. What are some examples of this?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Through the years, a recurring complaint has persisted about "the church", the religious community in general as well as specific congregations; hypocrisy. 

· Does anyone know the history of the word? (The Greeks used the word hypocrisy to describe the job of an actor, the "act of playing a part on the stage". Technically, someone could be a good hypocrite, skilled at "feigning to be someone they were not".)

· How does the original definition relate to the current meaning? (A hypocrite in the church is someone feigning or pretending to be someone they are not.) 


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Is hypocrisy an example of counterfeiting? 


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
If hypocrisy is the counterfeit, what is "the real thing"?

SCRIPTURE:

(2 Peter 1:5-6 NIV)  For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; {6} and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Perseverance (patience) was the last "building block" added in our study of personal spiritual development. What is the next block to be added in verse 6 after perseverance? (godliness)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Occasionally, someone is described as having the quality of "godliness". Decent people would consider the description complimentary, but would be hard-pressed to give a concise working definition of the meaning. Even the editorial staff of Webster's Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary found the description of godliness difficult, offering as a definition "the state of being godly"...not a wealth of insight! Why so difficult?



Perhaps, like a muscle that loses strength through lack of exercise, the term godliness has lost its meaning through lack of use. 



For example: The last two lessons investigated the qualities of self-control and patience, neither of which was difficult for us to understand since our exposure to both is frequent; godliness on the other hand, is so seldom seen or observed that we wouldn't recognize it if it bit us on the heart!


To lend credibility to this theory, in his 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language, Noah Webster had no trouble defining godliness:

1. Piety; belief in God, and reverence for his character and laws.

 2. A religious life; a careful observance of the laws of God and performance of religious duties, proceeding from love and reverence for the divine character and commands; Christian obedience. Godliness is profitable unto all things. 1 Tim. iv.

3. Revelation; the system of Christianity. Without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness; God was manifest in the flesh. 1 Tim. iii. 

Noah Webster even cited the system of Christianity as the revelation of godliness...e.g., Mr. Webster was saying, "If you want to see godliness, all you need to do is look at Christians!" Obviously, there was not a supply shortage of godliness among Christians in 1828; not quite the same as today, is it?

In the preface of the Seventh New Collegiate, the following explanation is given (in general terms) that explains the diminutive modern-day definition relative to the exhaustive one of 1828: "The vocabulary is intended to meet the needs of...the reader seeking clear and accurate... information [and] follows the practice of including only a limited selection of slang, dialect, and obsolete terms and meanings. Since [there are] some 450,000 vocabulary entries, the problem is one of selection of terms to be included here. Usefulness is the criterion."


At this rate, godliness will be added to the Endangered Species of Words List!



NOTE: I received the 1993 edition of Webster's New Encyclopedic Dictionary after this lesson was written; Godliness is no longer listed!
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
In contrast to godliness, the word hypocrisy was allotted six times the amount of space in the Seventh New Collegiate for a definition. If usefulness is the criterion as stated in the preface, hypocrisy is more used and understood than the quality it counterfeits; godliness. Noah Webster had stated the revelation of godliness was in the system of Christianity; if we conducted a national poll today of an average cross-section of our society to ask where someone could most likely find hypocrisy, how do you think people would  respond?


Do you find it interesting that the reputation of the Christian community has changed so much since 1828...that once it was earmarked by godliness, but now is best noted for hypocrisy?

A SEARCH FOR THE REAL THING.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Like a ship on the ocean whose captain lost his bearings, we need to piece together all the information at hand about godliness and try to get back on track. Going back to the original language, the word used for this quality is: 



eusebeia {yoo-seb'-i-ah}




1. reverence, respect 




2. piety towards God, godliness.


Then, referring to Noah Webster's original definition in a time when people still understood its meaning, we see an expanded definition consistent with that of the original language. Mr. Webster explained the reverence was towards God's character and laws, resulting in a religious life of observing God's laws, performing religious duties, proceeding from love and reverence for God's character and commands.

(Deuteronomy 10:12 NIV)  And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul,

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Mr. Webster said "a religious life...observing God's laws...proceeding from love and reverence for God's character and commands." Is his definition consistent with this verse?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Who does this verse say originated this standard for the Israelites...and for us as well? ("...what does the Lord your God ask of you..." God Himself set this standard for godliness.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Perhaps our problem with the term and the disintegration of its meaning is that we have set human standards for godliness rather than observe God's divine standards. If that is the case, our measurement would also be at a human level of others, based on what we see on the outside, rather than allowing God to measure us against ourselves using His standards! After all, the only one capable of looking at someone to determine whether they fear the Lord, walk in all His ways, and serve Him with all their heart and soul is God!


If this is what we are guilty of doing, there would be a discrepancy between what others see on the outside and what God sees in our heart and soul.

(Isaiah 29:13 NIV)  The Lord says: "These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Does this verse indicate there is some discrepancy in measuring godliness...the keeping of God's commands motivated by love and reverence for God? 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does God say these people "measure up" from the outside?


What does He say about their "inside measurement"...their hearts?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
At the end of the verse, God identifies where they "got off course". How did they miss the mark? (They based their worship of God on rules taught by men.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Would you say this could also be an accurate description of much of the Christian community today?

Bottom line so far:
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h  
Godliness is a quality that has almost become extinct in recent generations due to the excessive presence of its counterfeit...hypocrisy.

· Godliness is reverence and respect for God and His commands motivated by love that takes place in the heart and soul of man.

· The counterfeit of godliness...hypocrisy, is the outward display of worship for God..."lip service"...based on rules taught by men, but lacking any devotion from the heart and soul.

· True godliness can only be measured by God, but is evidenced by the absence of hypocrisy.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
If someone wanted to see a working definition of godliness or hypocrisy, which would they see in you?

QUESTION: What is something that can hinder the average person from doing what God asks us to do: "...fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul."?


We identified the Scriptural basis for godliness set by God. The reference in Deuteronomy was based on the covenant between God and the nation of Israel. Did the standard change in any way between the Old and New Testament? 

SCRIPTURE:
(Mark 12:28-31 NIV)  One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?" {29} "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. {30} Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' {31} The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these."
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What did the teacher ask Jesus in verse 28?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What answer did Jesus give in verse 29 and 30?


Is the content of verse 30 similar in any way to the verse in Deuteronomy that we confirmed was consistent with the definition of godliness? (It is identical.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What did Jesus say about the relative importance of this working definition of godliness? (He called it the most important commandment.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Jesus then continued to "the second commandment". What was it?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The implication for us is that true godliness can only be measured by God as He looks at our hearts and souls, but will manifest or reveal itself in our love for others, again consistent with Mr. Webster's assessment that godliness should best be seen in the system of Christianity.

(Psalms 78:35-37 NIV)  They remembered that God was their Rock, that God Most High was their Redeemer. {36} But then they would flatter him with their mouths, lying to him with their tongues; {37} their hearts were not loyal to him, they were not faithful to his covenant.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
These people represent the opposite of godliness. What does verse 36 say about them? (They would "flatter" God with their words.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does verse 37 say they were really like? (They had hearts that were not loyal and they were not faithful to God and his covenants.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Would you say that these people would qualify for the definition of hypocrisy..."a feigning to be what one is not..."?

(Ezekiel 33:30-32 NIV)  "As for you, son of man, your countrymen are talking together about you by the walls and at the doors of the houses, saying to each other, 'Come and hear the message that has come from the LORD.' {31} My people come to you, as they usually do, and sit before you to listen to your words, but they do not put them into practice. With their mouths they express devotion, but their hearts are greedy for unjust gain. {32} Indeed, to them you are nothing more than one who sings love songs with a beautiful voice and plays an instrument well, for they hear your words but do not put them into practice.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does God describe the people as they "come and hear the message that has come from the Lord"?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does verse 31 say about discrepancies between what they say and what is in their heart?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Jesus told the teacher in the scripture from Mark that the first command was to love God and His commands and the second was to put them into practice. What do these people do with what they hear according to verse 32?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Does this sound at all like many "Christians" today who "go to church, listen to what the minister says in his sermon" and then return to daily life, never putting God's commands into practice?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Could this be what people speak about when they raise the objection of "hypocrites in the church"?

(Mark 7:6 NIV)  He replied, "Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: "'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
We have said in effect that a hypocrite was someone who said one thing and did another. Does this verse indicate a similar position? 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Could this be a description of some Christians today; "These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me."?

(Titus 1:16 NIV)  They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What claim do these people make? (To know God.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do they say by their actions? (They deny God.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Could this be the source of the saying, "Actions speak louder than words."?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Many people listen to some Christians "talk about their faith in God" and assume them to be godly since they know all the right words, but what do we learn about godliness from this verse and those preceding it? (Godliness is not based on religious talk, using the current Christian "buzz-words", but living a life of obedience to God.)

BOTTOM LINE:
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Only God can hear our words, see our hearts and judge our actions all at the same time. Do your words, your heart and your actions all make the same claim about your relationship with God?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.

More on godliness…

(1 Kings 9:2-5 NLT)  Then the LORD appeared to Solomon a second time, as he had done before at Gibeon. {3} The LORD said to him, "I have heard your prayer and your request. I have set apart this Temple you have built so that my name will be honored there forever. I will always watch over it and care for it. {4} As for you, if you will follow me with integrity and godliness, as David your father did, always obeying my commands and keeping my laws and regulations, {5} then I will establish the throne of your dynasty over Israel forever. For I made this promise to your father, David: 'You will never fail to have a successor on the throne of Israel.'

(1 Timothy 3:16 NIV)  Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great: He appeared in a body, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.

(1 Timothy 4:7-8 NIV)  Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. {8} For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.

(1 Timothy 6:3-12 NIV)  If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, {4} he is conceited and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions {5} and constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. {6} But godliness with contentment is great gain. {7} For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. {8} But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. {9} People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. {10} For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. {11} But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. {12} Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

(Titus 1:1-2 NIV)  Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of God's elect and the knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness-- {2} a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time,

...and to perseverance, godliness... page 4

