2 Peter 1

Lesson 5

Verse 5. For this very reason, make every effort

to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness,

knowledge...
SYMBOL 227 \f "Symbol" 1994. John Creamer. All rights reserved.
QUESTIONS:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is knowledge? (Webster; the sum of what is known, body of truth, information, and principals acquired by mankind.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How do we acquire knowledge? (Schools, experience, books)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What motivates us to acquire personal knowledge? (A desire or necessity to understand, desire to help others, desire to help ourselves.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
In what areas have we had a significant increase of knowledge this century? (Atomic energy, space travel, cancer research, computer science, laser technology, transportation/communication, medical research, munitions.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Are there limits to knowledge, i.e., areas/topics about which we cannot have absolute knowledge? (The future.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Does knowledge relate to a person's spiritual condition?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Does God want us to gain knowledge?

SCRIPTURE:

(2 Peter 1:3-5 NIV)  His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. {4} Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. {5} For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Verse 5 begins "For this very reason...", referring back to something stated earlier; to what does it refer? (The fact that God has made all the necessary provisions from His divine perspective to give us the power and potential to become the person He wants us to be.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The verse then continues from the reference to God's provisions to our responsibility. What does it say we are to do?

Some people minimize the role of the Holy Spirit in their spiritual development, while others consider any spiritual development in their life the sole responsibility of the Holy Spirit. How does this verse address both positions? (The power for our spiritual development comes from God through His Holy Spirit; The initiative for spiritual development through the use of God's power comes from us.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Verse 5 clearly indicates God is interested in our acquisition of knowledge. How much effort does this verse recommend we put forth to do this? (Make every effort.) 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The verse recommends we add to our faith these other qualities as if we were building on a foundation, one block on top of another. What is the block between knowledge and faith? (Goodness/virtue.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do you think goodness means?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why is goodness an appropriate block between our faith and our knowledge? (It will keep our motives pure as we seek to acquire knowledge. A good person gains their reputation by being others-oriented, not self-oriented. An others-oriented person who begins to acquire knowledge will use their information for the benefit of everyone they know; a self-oriented person simply becomes a pain in the back as he/she acquires knowledge; instead of a concern for helping others through their knowledge, they become a braggadocio about their intellectual superiority.)

In God’s plan for our spiritual development, faith and goodness are prerequisites for acquiring knowledge. What is the knowledge God intends for us to add to faith and goodness? The following Scriptures answer the question:

(Proverbs 1:7 NIV)  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.

· According to this verse, when does a person begin to acquire knowledge?

· There are many different kinds of knowledge; the particular knowledge in this verse is defined by a contrast. What contrast is given to this knowledge? (The person who rejects wisdom and discipline.) Therefore, what can we surmise about this particular form of knowledge? (It is a by-product, or is associated with wisdom and discipline.)

(Proverbs 2:1-6 NIV)  My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, {2} turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, {3} and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, {4} and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, {5} then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. {6} For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.

· These verses give us an ‘if…then’ proposal. What is the ‘then’ in verse 5? What is the ‘if’ in verses 1-4? 

(Proverbs 8:1 NIV)  Does not wisdom call out? Does not understanding raise her voice?

(Proverbs 8:4 NIV)  "To you, O men, I call out; I raise my voice to all mankind.

(Proverbs 8:7-9 NIV)  My mouth speaks what is true, for my lips detest wickedness. {8} All the words of my mouth are just; none of them is crooked or perverse. {9} To the discerning all of them are right; they are faultless to those who have knowledge.

· In verse 9 of this allegory, what does wisdom say a person needs to understand that all of her words are true, just right and faultless? (Knowledge.)

· From this, what conclusion can we draw about the relatioinship between knowledge and wisdom? (A person must have knowledge to understand the true value of wisdom.)
(Proverbs 12:1 NIV)  Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates correction is stupid.

· What does it take for a person to be able to appreciate knowledge? (An understanding and appreciation for discipline.)
(Proverbs 12:23 NIV)  A prudent man keeps his knowledge to himself, but the heart of fools blurts out folly.

· What does ‘prudent’ mean? What does the prudent person do with knowledge?

· Some feel an obligation to ‘wear their knowledge on their sleeves’, constantly telling others what they know. Why is it ‘imprudent’ for people to do this?

(Proverbs 13:16 NIV)  Every prudent man acts out of knowledge, but a fool exposes his folly.

(Proverbs 14:6 NIV)  The mocker seeks wisdom and finds none, but knowledge comes easily to the discerning.

(Proverbs 14:7 NIV)  Stay away from a foolish man, for you will not find knowledge on his lips.

(Proverbs 15:2 NIV)  The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly.

(Proverbs 15:7 NIV)  The lips of the wise spread knowledge; not so the hearts of fools.

(Proverbs 15:14 NIV)  The discerning heart seeks knowledge, but the mouth of a fool feeds on folly.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What contrast is given to the person who searches for knowledge?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do you think the verse implies an "either/or" situation, e.g., either we are searching for knowledge or we are feeding on folly...?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Can you think of people who constantly prefer mindless jokes to a serious thought?

(Proverbs 17:27-28 NIV)  A man of knowledge uses words with restraint, and a man of understanding is even-tempered. {28} Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue.

· What does verse 27 say a man of knowledge knows to do? 
· According to verse 28, what risk does one take if he does not use words with restraint?
(Proverbs 19:2 NIV)  It is not good to have zeal without knowledge, nor to be hasty and miss the way.

· What would be an example of zeal without knowledge? 

· Have you ever seen someone who had religious zeal with no Scriptural knowledge?

(Ecclesiastes 1:18 NIV)  For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; the more knowledge, the more grief.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do wisdom and understanding "have a price"?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Can you think of examples of this? (Wisdom and knowledge bring on responsibility; the responsible person is invariably asked for help by others in dealing with the tougher issues.)

(1 Corinthians 8:1 NIV)  Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that we all possess knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Once again, we are reminded of the potential hazards of knowledge; what is the one in this verse?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Where can knowledge lead instead of toward spiritual maturity?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Have you ever known someone whose knowledge of the Bible caused them to be "puffed up"?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What contrast is given to this spiritual bullfrog? Can you see in this verse the selfish motivation to gain knowledge contrasted with a desire to gain wisdom in order to serve others?

(Genesis 3:5-6 NIV)  "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." {6} When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Have you heard the phrase "the oldest one in the book"? That phrase is applicable here, describing the first recorded temptation and sin in the Bible. What role did knowledge and wisdom play in this?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
We see that knowledge and wisdom are not ends in themselves, but the means to two different ends, good and evil, depending on the motivation of the person who seeks to acquire them.

Wisdom and knowledge are the means to two different ends, good and evil; the following Scriptures compare and contrast the two destinations:

(Isaiah 55:8-9 NIV)  "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. {9} "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is contrasted in these two verses? (God's thoughts and man's thoughts.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does God say about the difference between His thoughts and ours? (His are higher.)

(1 Corinthians 1:18-31 NIV)  For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. {19} For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate." {20} Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? {21} For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. {22} Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, {23} but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, {24} but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. {25} For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength. {26} Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. {27} But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. {28} He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, {29} so that no one may boast before him. {30} It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. {31} Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."

(1 Corinthians 2:1-8 NIV)  When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. {2} For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. {3} I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. {4} My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, {5} so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power. {6} We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. {7} No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. {8} None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

(1 Corinthians 3:18-20 NIV)  Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a "fool" so that he may become wise. {19} For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight. As it is written: "He catches the wise in their craftiness"; {20} and again, "The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile."

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
In Isaiah God said His thoughts were higher than man's. What does God say in these verses about what man will think of His "wisdom"? On the basis of your experiences in life with other people, would you say this is accurate, that mankind often looks down its intellectual nose at God and the death of Jesus Christ on the cross?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
According to 2:1-5, why did Paul say he did not want to present his testimony about God with superior human intellect? (So their faith would be properly founded...on God's power, not man's wisdom.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How do verse 18-20 in chapter 3 say we are to approach acquiring this wisdom and knowledge from God?

(Luke 10:21 NIV)  At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
According to this verse, who is excluded from God's wisdom? (The wise and learned.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Who is not excluded? (Little children.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is the difference between the approach to God between little children and the wise and learned?

(James 3:13-17 NIV)  Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. {14} But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. {15} Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. {16} For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. {17} But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Earlier in 2 Peter we saw that goodness should precede knowledge. How does verse 13 confirm that position? (Wisdom and understanding are best exemplified through a good life, by deeds done in humility that comes from wisdom.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
We said also that the lack of goodness mixed with knowledge would produce selfishness. How do verses 14-16 confirm this position? (Selfishness leads to wisdom that is not from God.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does the wisdom in verse 17 relate to goodness?

Bottom line so far:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
God intended for us to gain knowledge in our spiritual development.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
There are two kinds of knowledge and wisdom; God's wisdom and the world's wisdom.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
God's wisdom and knowledge are demonstrated by an unselfish motivation to serve others.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The world's wisdom leads to self-serving ambition. 

QUESTION: Have you ever met someone who fit the description of a know-it-all...no matter what the subject or topic? They always have an answer...even when there was no question. How would you describe the opposite of the know-it-all?


UP TO THIS POINT WE HAVE SEEN THE CONTRAST BETWEEN GOD'S PLAN FOR US TO HAVE HIS WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE AND THE WORLD'S PLAN. HOW DO THOSE TWO PLANS TAKE SUCH DIVERGENT DIRECTIONS?

(Job 21:14 NIV)  Yet they say to God, 'Leave us alone! We have no desire to know your ways.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What position are these people taking toward the knowledge of God? (No desire.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Have you met someone who by their life said to God, "Leave me alone. I have no desire to know your ways!"?

(Jeremiah 4:22 NIV)  "My people are fools; they do not know me. They are senseless children; they have no understanding. They are skilled in doing evil; they know not how to do good."

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does God describe these people?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does their knowledge do for them?

(Romans 1:26-32 NIV)  Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. {27} In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. {28} Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. {29} They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, {30} slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; {31} they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. {32} Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does verse 28 say these people feel about knowing God?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do the other verses say is their destination?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do these people sound anything like the contemporary, open-minded people in our world today?

(1 John 3:6 NIV)  No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does knowledge of God change a person's lifestyle?

How does a person pursue knowledge pleasing to God?

(Proverbs 2:1-6 NIV)  My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, {2} turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, {3} and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, {4} and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, {5} then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. {6} For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How do verses 1-4 advise us to search?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do verses 5 and 6 say will result?

(Isaiah 55:6-11 NIV)  Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. {7} Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. {8} "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. {9} "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. {10} As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, {11} so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does God say in verse 11 will accomplish this?

(John 1:1,2,14 NIV)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. {2} He was with God in the beginning. 

{14} The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
This WORD is more than a book. What do these verses say about the word?

(Ephesians 1:13 NIV)  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does this verse tell us happens when we hear this word of truth about Christ and believe? (We are included in Christ and marked in him with a seal of the Holy Spirit.)

(1 Corinthians 2:11-16 NIV)  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. {12} We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. {13} This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. {14} The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. {15} The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment: {16} "For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How do these verses say what is described in Ephesians 1:13 affects our knowledge of God? (It says we have the mind of Christ...quite a quantum leap in our base of knowledge!)
(John 14:26 NIV)  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

(1 John 2:20 NIV)  But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth.

(1 John 2:27 NIV)  As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How do these verses say the Holy Spirit helps us gain knowledge of God?


HOW DOES GOD RESPOND TO OUR SEARCH FOR KNOWLEDGE THROUGH HIS WORD, HIS SON AND HIS HOLY SPIRIT?

(Ecclesiastes 2:26 NIV)  To the man who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does God promise to give to the person who pleases Him?

(James 1:5 NIV)  If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What other provisions did God make in this verse for us to acquire wisdom?

(John 17:3 NIV)  Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is the importance of knowing God and Jesus Christ? (Eternal life is the reward.)

(1 John 5:13 NIV)  I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What knowledge does this verse assure us? (We can know we have eternal life.)

BOTTOM LINE:


Using Proverbs 2:1-6 as the basis for a Divine/Self Evaluation (joint evaluation between you and God) and a grading scale of 1-10 (10 being the best), fill in the grades you and God should give you on your pursuit and acquisition of the knowledge of Him.

(Proverbs 2:1-6 NIV)  My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, {2} turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, {3} and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, {4} and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, {5} then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. {6} For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.


How well have I...



...accepted God's words of wisdom?______(verse 1)


...stored up the commands of Scripture?_____(verse 1)

        ...turned my ear to wisdom and applied my heart to understanding?_____(verse 2)

        ...called out for insight?______(verse 3)


...cried aloud for understanding?_____(verse 3)


...understood the fear of the Lord?______(verse 5)


...found the knowledge of God?______(verse 5) 
 


How well is God pleased with the scores above?_____


Is there anything I need to do to improve any of the scores? If so, will I do it?

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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