
2 Peter 1

Lesson 4

Verse 4. (so that) you may participate in the divine nature...
SYMBOL 227 \f "Symbol" 1994. John Creamer. All rights reserved.

QUESTIONS:
· Have you ever met someone that reminded you of someone else?

· Have you ever known someone whose traits, habits or characteristics were very similar to those of his/her parent(s)?

· What are some reasons a child would be like his/her parent? (Some of the resemblance is hereditary; the behavioral similarities could be the result of a desire on the child's part to imitate the parent.)

· What could be some of the reasons why a child might not have a desire to be like his/her parent?

· Can you see any resemblance in your own life to one of your parents?

· Did your parents ever tell you some of their wishes for you when you grew up?

· Do you think you have become the person they wanted you to be?

· Do you think God has any desires for us as we grow up spiritually?

· Do you think you have become the person God wanted you to be?

SCRIPTURE: (Taken from the New International Version unless noted otherwise.)

(2 Peter 1:4 NIV)  Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature…

· According to this verse, why did God give us His very great and precious promises? (So that we might participate in the divine nature.)

· What do you think participate in the divine nature means?

· Another translation says become partakers in the divine nature? Is there any difference of meaning between the two?



WEBSTER'S defines participate and partake:




Participate: to possess something of the nature of a person...




Partake: to have some of the qualities or attributes of...


E.g., one says (to possess something of) the divine [God's] nature; the other says (to have some of the qualities or attributes of) the divine [God's] nature. ...No difference.
· By replacing the two words in the verse with their definitions, what is the verse saying? (God wants us to have some of His nature, qualities and attributes.)

HOW DID GOD PLAN FOR US TO ACQUIRE HIS NATURE, QUALITIES AND ATTRIBUTES?
(Ephesians 5:1 NIV)  Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children

· Do you think a dearly loved child minds imitating a parent? 

· A dearly loved child doesn't need to be told to imitate his/her parent. Why is this? (A dearly loved child imitates a parent automatically.)

· What is the dearly loved child's motivation for imitating a parent? (Love, admiration, and respect.)

· What is God's plan for our taking on His attributes? 

· Have you seen your children doing something or acting in a manner that reminded you of yourself? How did their imitation of you make you feel?

· Have you ever noticed yourself doing something that was an imitation of God's nature? Has anyone ever commented that you remind them of God?

WHEN  DID GOD PLAN FOR OUR PARTICIPATION IN HIS DIVINE NATURE TO OCCUR?

(Romans 8:28-29 NIV)  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. {29} For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

· What is the tense of the verb predestined? (Past.) Therefore, when did the process begin? (God made the decision in the past for this to happen in our life.)

· What did God predestine? (For us to be conformed to the image of His Son.)

(2 Corinthians 3:18 NIV)  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

· What is taking place in this verse and when is it occurring? (We are being transformed into his likeness; the change is taking place right now.)

(Philippians 3:20-21 NIV)  But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, {21} who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

· What action is described in v.21? (Our transformation to the likeness of Jesus Christ.)

· When does v.21 say this will happen? (...will transform. In the future.)

· Notice in v.20 that our future transformation is based on a citizenship which we possess now..."But our citizenship is in heaven."

The bottom line so far:

· God wants us to take on His qualities, His nature and His attributes; He wants us to begin to look and act like Him.

· God predestined (past tense) us to be transformed to the image of His Son.

· We are being transformed (present tense) into His likeness

· ...the Lord Jesus Christ...will transform (future tense)our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body

· A dearly loved child imitates their parent(s); God wants us to imitate Him in the same manner...obviously for the same reason.

"How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, 

that we should be called children of God! 

And that is what we are!"









1 John 3:1

QUESTION: Which part of God's character and nature would you most like to imitate?

SCRIPTURE:

(2 Corinthians 5:17-21 NIV)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! {18} All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: {19} that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. {20} We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. {21} God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

· God wants us to be transformed to the image of His Son. How does verse 17 describe our transformed state? (New creation.)

· What does v.17 tell us happened to what we once were? (The old has gone.)

· Some of us may wonder if we need to struggle to be this new person, thinking the responsibility is all ours to "pull this off". Who does v.18 say this new creation "comes from"? ("All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ.") 

· Why is it a superior idea for God to make us a new creation than us trying to make ourselves a new creation? (We don't have the power to make ourselves to be anything! This is a divine-size task.)

· What does v.21 say God's ultimate outcome in our life will be? 
(So that we might become the righteousness of God... further proof that God has to be the author 
of change in our life, since we have no righteousness in and of ourselves.)

(Ezekiel 11:19-20 NIV)  I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. {20} Then they will follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my people, and I will be their God.

· What is involved in this spiritual overhaul? (We are given an undivided heart and a new spirit so that we can follow God.)

· Why do you think God says we need an undivided heart? 

· Why do you think He says we need a new spirit?

· Have you seen this happen in your own life...specifically an inability and lack of desire to follow God, followed by a pledge in faith to Him, and an ensuing ability and desire to do so? Would you say this is a good indication of God having given you an undivided heart and a new spirit?

WE HAVE READ WHAT WE BECOME...A NEW CREATURE, AND WHAT IS REQUIRED... AN UNDIVIDED HEART AND A NEW SPIRIT. HOW DOES GOD DO THIS IN OUR LIFE? 

(John 3:3-8 NIV)  In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." {4} "How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!" {5} Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. {6} Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. {7} You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' {8} The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."

· How does verse 3 describe this process? (Being born again.)

· How do verses 5 and 6 say God makes this happen? (Through His Spirit.)

· The preceding verses in Ezekiel said that God will give us a new spirit by His Spirit. Verse 6 of John 3 says "Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit." Do you see any implications about the method God has chosen to give us this relationship to Him as a child? 

There is nothing we can humanly do to achieve this spiritual transformation. Our greatest human efforts and desire to improve our spiritual condition can only produce human results; i.e., flesh [human efforts and desires can only produce] gives birth to flesh [human results]. 

What we need is not self-improvement, self-actualization, higher self achievement, or anything accomplished by self! What we need is new spiritual birth that can only be achieved by His Spirit in order to become His children, enabling us to begin to participate in His divine nature.


(John 1:12-13 NIV)  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- {13} children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.

· What does verse 12 tell us is required from us to initiate this process of new birth? (...to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God [to be born again]; a decision on our part prompts a miracle on God's part!)

· We see in verse 12 that this miracle of new birth begins with our decision to believe in Him, yet verse 13 says "nor of human decision". Is this a contradiction? No! These verses are saying our decision gives us the right to be born again, but God takes over at that point and is totally responsible for the new birth itself. New spiritual birth is not a function of human ability.

· Isn't it strange, and yet typical of God that such a divine miracle as spiritual birth is initiated by a simple human decision on our part to place our trust in Him? Simple...yet miraculous!

(1 Peter 1:23 NIV)  For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.

· We know that human traits and genetics are transferred through the human seed from parent to child, thus determining much of the character and nature of the child. Peter didn't have any knowledge of genes and chromosomes when God inspired him to write these verses, but God did give him insight beyond his level of knowledge to comment on the seed God plants in our new hearts and the impact of that seed on us. What does he say about our seed...our spiritual heredity...in verse 23? 

· What are the ramifications of being born again...this time from imperishable seed?

IF WE ARE BORN OF GOD...FROM HIS SEED...AND IF WE ARE TO BEGIN TO PARTICIPATE WITH HIM IN THE DIVINE NATURE, WHAT HEREDITARY CHANGES SHOULD WE BEGIN TO SEE IN OUR LIFE? 

(1 John 2:29 NIV)  If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him.

· What does 2:29 say will be apparent in every one of God's children? (Everyone who does what is right has been born of Him.)

(1 John 3:9 NIV)  No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.

· What does 3:9 tell us? (No one born of Him will continue to sin. Notice the verse doesn't say God's child will never sin again...[see I John 1:8]; it says the sin has a limited life expectancy because God's seed will cause the sin to eventually die. An analogy of what should happen to sin after our spiritual birth might be undesirable weeds growing in a lawn; if the lawn is treated at the right time, the weeds will die and the good grass will live. However, there is a "lead-lag" time between the treatment and the death of the weeds; A person unaware the weeds have been treated may make an early observation of the lawn's condition and have an incorrect assessment because the weeds still appear healthy. When the treatment begins to take effect, death is imminent, albeit delayed. When God's seed resides in us, sins begin to die out; though they sprout up from time to time, they cannot live and flourish as they did before God's seed was planted in us...[Romans 6:6,7].)

(1 John 4:7 NIV)  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.

· What difference does 4:7 say we should expect to see? (Everyone who has been born of God loves one another.)

· What do you think this verse says about many "Christians" who are at odds with other "Christians" because of unresolved differences, holding grudges, not speaking to each other , etc.?

BOTTOM LINE:


God wants us to participate in His divine nature...to begin to take on His attributes and qualities, but He never planned for us to have to do this at a human level. God said we would need to be born again by His Spirit for spiritual regeneration to take place...flesh can only give birth to flesh; His Spirit must give birth to a new spirit in us.


When this new birth takes place and we begin to participate in His divine nature, we should begin to notice the weeds of sin in our life dying out and love for one another flourishing and bearing fruit.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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