2 Peter 1

Lesson 3

Verse 3. His divine power...
SYMBOL 227 \f "Symbol" 1994. John Creamer. All rights reserved.

QUESTIONS:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
We desire many things; some are good for us, some are not. Do you think the average person would consider the desire for power good, or bad?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Different people have a desire for different kinds of power.


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What are some examples of power a businessman might desire? 


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What kind of power could a political leader try to achieve?


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What are some examples of power that we might desire?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What might give someone a false sense of power?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What factors motivate people to desire power? (Poor self-image? Desire for significance? Insecurity?)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Is power good or bad? What is an example of power that is good? ...bad?

The plane is well short of the runway; the pilot pushes hard on the throttle. The powerful engines respond instantly, avoiding a crash. Is this a positive example of power?

Hitler came to power in Germany in World War II. Was this a positive use of power?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Are there times in our life when we need a positive display of power? 

· Do you sometimes feel as if you are about to land and realize you are dangerously short of the runway? 


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What engines do you rely on to supply the power for a safe landing? 

SCRIPTURE: (Taken from New International Version unless noted otherwise.)

2 PETER 1:3. (2 Peter 1:3 NIV)  His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
 This verse addresses the role God's power can have in our life. 

· Assuming we avail ourselves of His power, what does this verse say His power has given us? (Everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him.)


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What do you think "everything we need for life and godliness" means?

· What does "through our knowledge of Him" tell us about accessing the resources of God's power? 

· If it is true that God's power is necessary to have everything we need for life, would it seem to be a good idea to understand as much as we can about His power and how He wants us to benefit from it?

SOMEONE MAY BE THINKING, "WAIT A MINUTE, THIS MIGHT SOUND GOOD IN A SERMON! BUT IS IT TRUE WE REALLY NEED GOD'S POWER FOR EVERYTHING?  IS GOD THE ONLY POWER SOURCE FOR EVERYTHING WE NEED FOR LIFE?" GREAT QUESTIONS! LET'S INVESTIGATE THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS IN THE BIBLE. 

(Psalms 52:7 NIV)  "Here now is the man who did not make God his stronghold but trusted in his great wealth and grew strong by destroying others!"

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
This person chose two power sources other than God. What were his sources of power? (Wealth and domination of others.)

· Can you think of people who have become powerful through wealth and domination of others?  (Absolutely!)

· Does this verse suggest we can choose a source of power other than God? (Absolutely so. Scripture always has said that...always will.)

(Deuteronomy 8:10-18 NIV)  When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. {11} Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. {12} Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, {13} and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, {14} then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

{17} You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." {18} But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Moses addressed the Israelites as they entered the land God promised to them after leaving Egypt. How would you express verses 12-14, 17 in a contemporary setting?

"Otherwise,  when your business and career take off like a rocket and you are making 


Big Bucks, when you can afford to eat at the finest restaurants anywhere, when you earn enough to build your Dream House in the city's finest neighborhood, when you are settled into your affluent community, when all your holdings and investments multiply faster than you can calculate, then you will be proud and say to yourself, 'I did it my way; through strength and self-determination!'..."  Sound familiar? 
· What two choices did the Israelites have for crediting a power source for their success? (Themselves or God.)  Is their choice different from ours today? 
· These verses make it clear the Israelites, as we, could choose between crediting self or God for providing life's necessities, but what does v.18 say about the source of the source of our power?
(Isaiah 31:1-3 NIV)  Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, who rely on horses, who trust in the multitude of their chariots and in the great strength of their horsemen, but do not look to the Holy One of Israel, or seek help from the LORD. {2} Yet he too is wise and can bring disaster; he does not take back his words. He will rise up against the house of the wicked, against those who help evildoers. {3} But the Egyptians are men and not God; their horses are flesh and not spirit. When the LORD stretches out his hand, he who helps will stumble, he who is helped will fall; both will perish together.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
To whom and what were some of the Israelites looking for power? (Egypt; their horses, chariots and warriors.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What limitations did God say the Egyptians and their military had in v.3? (They are men, not God; horses are flesh, not spirit.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What did God say about the result of trusting in them rather than Him? (They would help...but only on a short term; in the long run both would perish.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What could be our equivalent today of Egypt, chariots, and horsemen? (Our government, our economy, our company, our insurance plans, etc.) 

· Is it reasonable to think any of our options for a source of power for everything we need for life other than God could fail us?

· Is there any reason to think God would fail us as the power source for everything we need?

(Jeremiah 17:5-8 NIV)  This is what the LORD says: "Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who depends on flesh for his strength and whose heart turns away from the LORD. {6} He will be like a bush in the wastelands; he will not see prosperity when it comes. He will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land where no one lives. {7} "But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. {8} He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit."

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does the person do in v.5 and what is the result?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How is this person described in v.6? (Like a bush in the desolate, salty desert.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What alternative is given in v.7?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How is this person described in v.8?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Which best describes you...v.7 or v.8?

The bottom line so far…
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Scripture says God's power is adequate to give us everything we need for life. Scripture also says we can choose to put our trust in power sources other than God.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is the result if we choose the alternatives to God as a power source? According to Isaiah, people choosing the alternatives will stumble, will fall, will perish together. IS THE BIBLE TRUE, OR WAS THIS A MYTH DESIGNED TO FRIGHTEN US? UNFORTUNATELY, BY THE TIME WE COULD PROVE WHICH POSITION IS RIGHT, THE CHOICE WILL BE GONE!


QUESTION: Have you ever heard the phrase "Apples to apples, not apples to oranges"? Can you think of an example of a comparison between two things that would be like comparing apples to oranges, i.e., different enough to make a comparison unwarranted?

· WHAT DO YOU THINK PEOPLE CHOOSE AS ALTERNATIVES TO GOD AS THE SOURCE OF POWER FOR EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR LIFE AND GODLINESS? 

· DO YOU THINK A COMPARISON BETWEEN GOD AND THE ALTERNATIVE POWER SOURCES IS APPLE TO APPLE OR APPLE TO ORANGE COMPARISON?

(2 Corinthians 12:9-10 NIV)  But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. {10} That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
According to v.9, when is God's power "perfected"? (In our weakness.)

· Is this a customary understanding of power from the human perspective?

· Perhaps two of the best descriptions of human power are expressed in the lyrics of one of Jerry Butler's songs in which he sings "Only the strong survive" and "the survival of the fittest" theme in Jack London's Call of the Wild, a book about wolf survival, often compared to survival in the human power structure.
· Would you say the comparison between God's power and the world's power is apples to apples or apples to oranges?
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How does Paul describe his strength in v.10? On the basis of his self-description, how well would he survive in the "survival of the fittest" world?

(James 4:1-6 NIV)  What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? {2} You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. {3} When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. {4} You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. {5} Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely? {6} But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Verses 1-4 describe individuals who seek the power from the "survival of the fittest" perspective. How are they described?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Verse 6 begins to give us a glimpse of God's power. Who is a likely recipient of God''s power? Who is not?

(Isaiah 40:29-31 NIV)  He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. {30} Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; {31} but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
These do these verses describe the individuals God wants to empower?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What is the result of God's power in their life?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Why do you think God blesses the humble and weak with His power and opposes the strong?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Do you think some people today might have a problem with this Biblical position on strength and the recipients? Why?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Would you describe yourself more as a proud person or a weak person?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
On the basis of your own description, are you a candidate for God's power?

(Ephesians 3:16-20 NIV)  I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, {17} so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, {18} may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, {19} and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. {20} Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,


The references to God's power in these verses answer these four questions:


1. "Who administers God's power"?


2. "To whom is it given?"


3. "Why is it needed"?


4. "What is the potential of this power in my life?" 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Verse 16 answers question one. Through whom is this power given? (God's Spirit.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Verse 17 answers question two. To whom is this power given? (Those who have Christ in their heart through faith...those who have put their trust and confidence in Jesus Christ as opposed to trusting in the "strong survive" mindset.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Verse 18 answers why it is needed. What does it say? (So we can understand the magnitude of Christ's love for us and all the saints.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Finally, what is the potential of this power in our life? (More than all we ask or imagine!) How much potential would you say that describes?

HOW MUCH POWER IS THAT? 

(Ephesians 1:19-20 NIV)  and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, {20} which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms,

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How much power is it? (Enough to raise Christ from the dead.)

IS IT NECESSARY TO BELIEVE THAT JESUS REALLY WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD BY THIS SAME POWER IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THIS POWER?

(Romans 10:9-10 NIV)  That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. {10} For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
What does v.9 say is the result of believing God has this much power? (Salvation.)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Perhaps many of us would like to believe God had enough power to raise Jesus Christ from the grave, but don't believe this same power is available to us. On the basis of  the three passages above, do we have the option of "selective belief" concerning God's power? (Absolutely not! It is all or nothing!)

BOTTOM LINE:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Is our life a reflection of resolute belief in the magnitude of God's power and its availability to us?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
There is a direct relationship between; 


(1) Having the faith that God's power that raised Christ from the dead is real, and 


(2) Being a recipient of this power.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The "Survival of the Fittest" mentality is great for a Jack London book about wolves, but is antithetical to God's economy of power. 
God's formula is "Confession of the Weakest" + "Faith in Christ" = "Possession of God's Power".

CLOSE WITH PRAYER.
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